MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA
AND
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
OF THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY
ON COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF HIGHER EDUCATION

The Ministry of Human Resource Development of the Republic of India and
the Ministry of Education and Research of the Kingdom of Norway
(hereinafter referred to as “the Parties™);

Reiterating their interest in strengthening the bilateral relations in the field of
higher education;

Recalling the profound impact of education on human resource, economic
and social development;

Recognizing that greater linkages between the countries in the field of higher
education would be mutually beneficial;

Substituting the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Parties
on cooperation in the field of education signed on 18" June 2008 and
prolonged on 9™ August 2013;

Referring to the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India
and the Government of the Kingdom of Norway on Cooperation in the Fields
of Science and Technology, signed on 14" November 2006;

Recalling the Agreement on Cooperation in the field of Culture between the
Republic of India and the Kingdom of Norway signed on 19" April 1987;

Have reached the following understanding:
Article I

The scope of the MoU is to stimulate and facilitate academic cooperation and
partnerships between higher education institutions in the two countries, while
underlining the importance of linking cooperation in higher education with
cooperation in research and innovation. The cooperation will be based on the
principles of quality, reciprocity and relevance.




Article 11

The Parties shall encourage, as appropriate, the development of contacts and

cooperation between the higher education institutions in the countries, based

on their respective academic and educational interests and needs.

The cooperation may include all or some of the following activities:
organization of joint conferences, exhibitions and seminars;
organization of joint education programmes;
exchange of academic and administrative staff;
exchange of students;
twinning arrangements between higher education institutions;
development of bilateral programmes between institutions of

educational excellence in higher education and in the professional
educations;

establishment of adjunct professorships;
setting up of chairs on contemporary studies

examination of the possibility of mutual recognition of educational
qualifications;

any other activity as agreed by both Parties.

Article II1

Both Parties will make available to the other the necessary information
concerning their education system, quality assurance, recognition and
licensing requirements and assist in developing mutual understanding and
appropriate procedures for facilitating evaluation and recognition of academic
credentials.




Both Parties will strive to make available to the other Party information on
national funding schemes relevant for the strengthening of bilateral
cooperation.

Article IV

The substance, scope and implementation of activities or cooperation within

the terms of this MoU may be the subject of more specific arrangements to be

concluded in the future between selected institutions in the two countries.
Article V

Nothing shall diminish the full autonomy of either Party, nor will any
constraints or financial obligations be imposed by either Party upon the other,
in carrying out the MoU.

Article VI

The Parties will seek to establish a bilateral programme for the enhancement
of higher educational cooperation. The costs of co-operative activities under
this MoU shall be funded on terms to be mutually determined and shall be the
subject to the availability of funds.

Article VII

The Parties shall uphold the established Joint Working Group (JWG) to
concretise this MoU. The JTWG will be chaired on behalf of the Republic of
India, by a representative of the Ministry of Human Resource Development,
and on behalf of the Kingdom of Norway, by a representative of the Ministry
of Education and Research, along with the participation of representatives of
the other agencies of the Parties, as appropriate. The Joint Working Group
shall meet alternately in India and Norway and discuss an annual working
programme.

The JWG will seek a coordinated follow-up of this MoU with the Agreement
on Science and Technology between the Government of India and the
Government of Norway and other relevant agreements between the countries.

Article VIIT

The JWG shall review and discuss the development of mutual relations in
higher education and activities under this MoU, but also exchange views on

international education policies in this field.

b




Article IX

The Parties shall establish mutual points of contact for regular consultations
on matters related to the bilateral education relations between the Parties, and
establish contact procedures to facilitate communication.

The Norwegian Centre for Intemational Cooperation in Education (SIU) and
the University Grants Commission (UGC) will have a coordinating role in the
follow-up of the MoU and decisions made by the JIWG.

Article X

The MoU shall come into force on the date of its signing by both the Parties
and shall remain in force for a period of five years. Before expiration, the
Parties will discuss whether to prolong, revise or terminate the MoU.
Thereafter, the MoU will be renewable by mutual written consent of the
Parties, unless either of the Parties terminate the present MoU by giving a
written notice of its intention to the other Party at least six (6) months in
advance. The MoU may be amended at any time by mutual written consent of
the Parties.

Done at New Delhi on 14™ February 2014 in two original copies.

For the Government of the For the Government of the
Republic of India Kingdo Norway

= A

(Ashok Thakur) (Espén Aasen)
Secretary (Higher Education), Deputy Secretary General,
Ministry of Human Resource Ministry of Education and
Development Research




