No. 13-4/2020-INC
Government of India
Ministry of Human Education
Department of Higher Education
UNESCO Branch

Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi
Dated the 14th October, 2020

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: - Call for nominations - UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for
the Use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in
Education (2020)

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a copy of the letter
No.CL/4326 dated 23rd September 2020 received from Director General, UNESCO on
the above noted subject and to request that the aforesaid material may please be
uploaded in the Ministry of Education's website for transmitting the offer to all
concerned.

VY
(Narendjer Nirapure)
Section Officer (INC)

Tel.: Oil- 2338 4442

Enel: As above.

Director (Stat.) & Web Master
R.K. Puram, New Delhi.



Indian National Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO
Government of India
Ministry of Education
Department of Higher Education

UNESCO Headquarters, Paris has invited nominations for the UNESCO King
Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for the Use of Information and Communication
Technologies (ICTs) in Education (2020). Relevant details are on the next page.

Nominations should be forwarded to the Indian National Commission for
Cooperation with UNESCO (INCCU) latest by 30th November 2020 (and should not
be sent directly to UNESCO) at the following address for further consideration and
onward transmission to UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France.

Mr. Saroj Kumar Choudhary
Under Secretary to the Government of India
Ministry of Education
Department of Higher Education
Room No. 203-A 'C' Wing
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road
Shastri Bhavan,New Delhi - 110001
Contact No.: +91-011- 2338 4442
E-mail: inc.edu@nic.in


mailto:inc.edu@nic.in
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The Minister of Education
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" Ref. CL/4326

Subject: Cat! for nominations - 2020 UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khafifa
Prize for the Use of Information and Communication lechnoiogies

in Education

Dear Minisler,

It is my pleasure to inform you that nominations are now open for the 2020 edition
of the UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize, under the theme “The use
of Artificial Intelligence to enhance the continuity and quality of teaming”.

Established in 2005 with financial support from the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Prize
rewards projects that use new technologies to enhance teaching, learning and
overall education performance.

The 2020 edition will focus on the role of artificial intelligence in ensuring
educational continuity and quality learning, especially for the most vulnerable

The distance learning tools implemented in response to ihe education crisis
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic have revealed the potential of new
technologies, especially those wusing artificial intelligence. However, by
exacerbating existing inequalities, this crisis has also strengthened our convicticn
that further work is needed to ensure that these technologies are truly inclusive. In
oiher words, they must be accessible to ail, and adapted to the specific needs of
each learner. This issue is central to the spirit of the Prize.

Two prizewinners will be chosen based on the recommendations of an
international jury Each will receive a diploma and a monetary award of

US $25,000.

Applications must be submitted online in English or French by IB December 2020
at the latest. Each government can present up to three candidates via their National
Commission, and UNESCO encourages Member States to set up a national
selection process and publicly announce the selected nominees.

More information about the theme of the 2020 edition and application procedures
are available at the following link. htta:Von.unesco.oru/aboutictunze.

To Ministers responsible for relations with UNESCO


http://www.unesco.org
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The Statutes of the Prize are attached for your reference and are available online.
The Secretariat of the Prize (+33 145 68 05 44. ictpnze@unesco orqg) remains at

your disposal for any queries.

Please accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration

Yours sincerely,

Director-General

Enclosures. Statutes of the UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for the
Use of Information and Communication Technologies in Ecucation

cc: National Commissions for UNESCO
Permanent Delegations and Observers to UNESCO
Field Offices of UNESCO
UNESCO Category 1 Institutes for Education
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STATUTES OF THE UNESCO KING HAMAD BIN ISA AL-KHALIFA PRIZE
FOR THE USE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGIES IN EDUCATION

(195 EX/Decision 11, Part lll, October 2014)

Article 1 - Purpose

The purpose of the UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for the Use of Information and
Communication Technologies in Education is to reward projects and activities of individuals,
institutions, other entities or non-governmental organizations for excellent models, best practice,
and creative use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) to enhance learning,
teaching and overall educational performance. The objective of the Prize is in conformity with
UNESCO's policies and is in line with the Organization's Strategic Objectives 1, 2, and 9, as laid
out in the Medium-Term Strategy for 2014-2021, namely: "supporting Member States to develop
education systems to foster high quality and inclusive lifelong opportunities for all' 'empowering
learners to be creative and responsible global citizens”; and "promoting freedom of expression,
media development and access to information and knowledge"

Article 2 - Designation, amount and periodicity of the Prize

21 The Prize shall be entitled 'UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for the Use of
Information and Communication Technologies in Education".

2.2. The Prize shall be funded by the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain and shall consisi
of a one-time contribution sum of US $758,600, which shall cover both the monetary value of the
Prize and the costs of administering the Prize Any interest that may accrue will be added to the
overall contribution. As determined by the Director-General and in consultation with the Donor,
the Prize shall consist of a sum of USS 50,000 to be equally divided between two prize-winners

2.3 All funds received and the interest accrued thereon shall be kept in a special interest-
bearing account for the Prize (see Financial Regulations in Annex II)

2.4 The full staff support and operating/management costs of the Prize, including all costs
related to the award ceremony and public information activities, estimated at a maximum of
US $458,600, shall be fully covered by the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain To this end,
the Director-General shall determine a mandatory overhead cost amount to be aoplied and
charged against the funds in the Special Account, which is to be established under the Financial
Regulations of the Prize.

2.5 The Prize shall be awarded every year for a six-year period, starting from the 2015 edition
of the Prize, it being understood that this period may be adjusted to take into consideration
fluctuations in administration costs.

Article 3 - Conditions/Quaiifications of candidates

Candidates shall have made a significant contribution to the creative use of information and
communication technologies (ICTs) to enhance learning, teaching and overall educational
performance Prizes may be conferred upon individuals, institutions, other entities or non-
governmental organizations.
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Article 4 - Designation/Selection of the prize-winners

The two prize-winners shall be selected by the Director-General of UNESCO on the basis of the
assessments and recommendations made to her by ajury

Article 5- Jury

5.1 The Jury shall consist of five independent members, being personalities with a recognized
reputation in the field covered while also taking into consideration the need for equitable
geographical distribution, gender equality and the principle of non-payment of honoraria. They
shall be appointed by the Director-General for a period of two-years, eligible for re-election for a
maximum term of three consecutive two-year periods. Representatives and alternates of
Members of the Executive Board cannot be appointed as jurors. Jurors involved in a real or
potential conflict of interest shall recuse Themselves from further deliberations or be asked by the
Director-General to do so The Director-General may replace members of the Jury for reason.

5.2 The Jury shall elect its own Chair and Deputy Chair. Members shall receive no remuneration
for their work, but will receive allowances for travel and accommodation, where required A
quorum of three jurors present will be required for Jury deliberations to proceed. The working
languages for deliberations by the Jury shall be English and French.

5.3 The Jury shall conduct its business and deliberations in conformity with these Statutes, and
shall be assisted in the performance of its task by a member of the UNESCO Secretariat
designated by the Director-General. Decisions shall be taken by consensus to the extent possible,
and otherwise by secret ballot until a simple majority is obtained. A member shall riot t3ke part in

a vote concerning a nomination from his or her country.

5.4 The Jury shall meet once every year.

55 The Jury shall send an assessment of nominations and accompanying recommendations
to (he Director-General of UNESCO no later than 20 November of the year of the Jury’s meeting.

Article 6 - Nomination of candidates

6.1  When UNESCO has received the funding of the Prize, as indicated in Article 2 above, the
Director-General of UNESCO shall officially invite the submission of nominalions lo the
Secretariat of the Prize by 30 September every year from the governments of Member States, in
consultation with their National Commissions, as well as from the non-governmental organizations
maintaining official partnerships with the Organization and active in the field covered by the Prize

6.2 Nominations shall be submitted to the Director-General by the governments of Member
States, in consultation with their National Commissions, and by non-governmental organizations
maintaining official partnerships with UNESCO. A self-nomination cannot be considered

6.3 Each nomination shall be accompanied by a written recommendation, which shall include,
in English or French, inter alia:

(@) a description of the candidate's background and achievements:

<b) a summary of the work or the results of the work, publications and other supporting
documents of major importance, submitted for consideration;
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(c) adefinition of the candidate’s contribution to the Prize’s objectives

Article 7- Procedure for the awarding of the Prize

7.1 The Prize shall be awarded by the Director-General at an official ceremony held for that
purpose at UNESCO Headquarters in January, the date to be mutually agreed upon. UNESCO
shall present to the prize-winners a cheque for the amount of the Prize as well as a diploma
UNESCO shall officially announce the names of the prize-winners.

7.2 If a work being rewarded has been produced by two or more persons, the Prize shall be
awarded to them jointly. In no case may a prize amount be divided between more than three

persons

7.3 The prize winners, if possible, shall give a lecture on a subject relevant to the work for which
the Prize has been awarded. Such a lecture shall be organized during or in connection with the

Prize ceremony.

74 The work produced by a person since deceased shall not be considered for the Prize. If,
however, a prize winner dies before he or she has received the Prize, then the Prize may be

presented posthumously

7.5 Should a prize winner decline the Prize, the jury shall submit a new proposal to the Director-
General.

Article 8- Sunset clause - mandatory renewal of the Prize

8 1 Six months prior to the agreed end of the term of the Prize, the Director-General of UNESCO
together with the donor will undertake a review of all aspects of the Prize and decide about its
continuation or termination The Director-General will inform the Executive Board of UNESCO

about the results of this review.

8.2 In case of termination of the Prize, the use of any unspent balance of funds shall be
determined by the Director-General, in accordance with the Financial Regulations of the Prize.

Article 9 - Appeals

No appeals shall be allowed against the decision of UNESCO with regard to the award of the
Prize. Proposals received for the award of the Prize may not be divulged

Article 10 - Amendments to the Statues of the Prize

Any amendment to the present Statutes shall be submitted to the Executive Board for approval.



KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN
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Ministry of Education

Ref: 784 -146/2020
Date: 27 September 2020

Dear Secretary General.

Subject: Call tor nominations - | M-.SCO King Hamad Bin Isa M-Khnlifa Prize
for the Use ofln formation and Communication Technologies (Id's) in Education
(2020)

Please allow me to seize this opportunity to extend my sincere regards to you; and it is
my pleasure to bring to your attention to the UNESCO's announcement ofthe 1 .NESCO Prize
- King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa in the Use of Information and Communication
Technologies in the field of Education for 2020. funded hv the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The theme for the 2020 prize edition, which is “ I'nc use of Artificial Intelligence to
enhance the continuity and Quality oflearning?!, aims to focus on the most vulnerable groups
by ensuring that the new learning tools implemented in response to the education crisis caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic arc truly inclusive and accessible to all.

Two prizewinners will be chosen and will receive a diploma and a monetary award of
US S25.000. Applications must be submitted online in English or French bv 18 December
2020 at the latest. Each government can present up to three candidates via their National
Commission, and UNESCO encourages Member States to set up a national selection process
and publicly announce the selected nominees.

L therefore, enclose an electronic copy of the UNESCO Director-General’s call and the
prize llyer containing information on the objectives as well as the eligibility and selection
criteria of the prize.

We would be grateful if you would kindly disseminate the announcement to all
concerned, governmental and non-governmental educational, scientific and cultural sectors and
available media means in your country.

Should you have any questions, please contact ictprize@unesco.org.

Thanking you for your cooperation.

Lubna Selaibeekh,Phl)
Secretan General

Jjf >>n11 iY* ;u.ji) fAVF I.VW M *'vr J)VAVF\ V« UulL*
Tel. H373 1787311B Fax +973 17C81104 >P.0. Box 43 - Kingdom of Bahrain

fs-mall: baJirjpinnatcom{§rm>0,QO0v.bh - www.moe.gov.bh
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UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa

Prize for the use of ICT in Education

Call for nominations

Deadline: 18 December 2020

2020 theme: The use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) to enhance the
continuity and quality of learning
Funded by the Kingdom of Bahrain and established in 2005, the Prize awards

annually US$ 25,000 each to two innovative projects leveraging new
technologies to expand educational opportunities.

Education
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