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UNESCO Headquarters, Paris has invited nominations for the 14t edition
of the UNESCO-Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture. Relevant details are on the next
page.

Nominations should be forwarded to the Indian National Commission for
Cooperation with UNESCO (INCCU) latest by 2 July, 2016 (and should not be sent
directly to UNESCO) at the following address for further consideration and onward

transmission to UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France.

Mr. Saroj Kumar Choudhary,
Section Officer (INC)
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Room No. 203 ‘C" Wing
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110115

Email: inc.edu@nic.in
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The Minister of Human Rescurce Development,
Communications & Information Technology
New Dejhi

(India)

-5 APR 201

Ref.: CL/4149

Subject: Nominations for the 14th edition of the UNESCO-Sharjah Prize for
Arab Culture

SirfMadam,

it is my pleasure to invite your government to submit candidatures for the
UNESCO Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture. Established in 1988 and endowed by
the government of Sharjah (United Arab Emirates), this Prize has been awarded
since 2001 and is at its 14th edition.

As you know, the purpose of this Prize is to reward significant contributions made
by two eminent personalities, groups of persons or institutions — one from the
Arab States and the other from elsewhere — to the development, knowledge and
spread of Arab culture by means of artistic, intellectual or promotional outreach
aimed at enhancing intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding. Proposed
candidates should have earned an international reputation for meritoricus action
extending over several years.

At its 13th edition, the UNESCO-Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture was awarded to
the worid-renowned author Elias Sanbar, and to the Islamic Library of Spain,
which is an international reference in the field of Arabic and Andalusian studies.

By conferring this Prize on such eminent personalities and institutions, the Prize
strives to reinforce the Organization’s fundamental mission to promote dialogue
among cultures through a better appreciation of the multifaceted aspects of Arab
culture.

With a view to increasing the visibility of this Prize further, UNESCO and the
government of Sharjah would like to encourage you to propose qualified
candidates who deserve to be rewarded for their fiterary, scientific or artistic
achievements, as well as for their globai outreach devoted to promoting Arab
culture and its worldwide dissemination - independent of any religious
considerations.

As mentioned above, the Prize is endowed by the government of Sharjah with
US 360,000, which is divided equally between two laureates selected by me on
the basis of the recommendation of an international jury established for that
purpose.

To Ministers re'éponsible for relations with UNESCO
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in view of the importance of this Prize, the Organization has established a
rigorous process for selecting candidates. We encourage you, therefore, to
propose the most-qualified candidates from your country. You may wish to note
that candidatures can be submitted online only.

If, as | hope, you are in a position to nominate suitable candidates for the Prize, |
invite you to send an e-mail to the Secretariat of the Prize (e-mail:
prix.sharjah@unesco.org; tel: +33 1 45 68 42 71), with the name and e-mail of
the person authorized to make the submission on your behalf. The Prize
Secretariat will then send all necessary information to the concerned person,
notably on how to submit the candidature online. Kindly note that the deadline for
the submission of candidatures is 15 July 2016, The Secretariat of the Prize will
happity respond to any queries you might have.

Accept, SirfMadam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Juitq B

Irina Bokova
Director-General

cc;  National Commissions for UNESCO
Permanent Delegations to UNESCO






