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(FROM OUR SPECIAL
(BY TELEPHONE).

The Satyagraha agitation
dofi Taluka will be called
on Mounday evening or on Tucsday
morning. The last hitch in the nego-
tiations concerning the retuvn of wae
forfeited 'ands bought from Govern-
ment by Mir. Garda and others has
now Dbeen removed. The purchasers
of these lands have not only agreed
to give them back at cost price but
have =actually signed and cxecuted
thc necessary sale deeds.

- The negotiations at Surat which
began on Sunday morning with the
arrival from Ioona of four mcmbers
of the Council. namely, Rao Bahadur
Bhimbhai Naik, the Thakore Saheb

of Kerwada, Mr. K. F. Nariman and
Mr. K. M. M in the comvan
n

e unshi, - :
o e w‘ ai ’iﬁnc 1, lasted t:
10 o'clocl the night. A large

share of the credit for gectting over
this last obstacle in the way of a
settlement is due to Mr. Garrett, the
new Collector of the district, and to
Rao Bahadur Bhimbhai Naik. Others
undoubtedly helped and even Mr.

Aloanahi——whn Anaac nat ' ranracant

in Bar-
off either

2l Accepts VTerms of Settlement.

CORRESPONDENT).

SURAT, August 6. (1 am.).

they were able to leave only by the

Delhi Express at midnight.

REPLY TO GCOVERNMIINT.

- I saw some of them at the railway
station and they appecared delighted.
When they reach Poona on Monday
afternoon on the cve of the expiry of
the ultimatum, they will draft a for-
mal letter to Government, asking for
the ratification of the settlement.
Mr. Bhimbhai Naik has been au-
thorised by Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel to
intimate o the Government of Bom-
bay that all the terms for the set-
tlement of the Bardoli dispute have
been accepted. . . )
The settlement of the dispute 1is
thus practicallge complete and the
decadlock - may regarded to have
terminated, subject, of course, to for-
mal ratification both by Government
and by Mr. Vallabht . Patell 1f.
by any misfortune, e settlement
fails to seccure ratification, the lands
in question will have to be returned
to the present owners, that being one
of the conditions under which they

have returnegd the forfeited lands at
cost price.

OUR, S. C. (1928, Aug 06). Mr Patel accepts terms of settlement. The Times of India



MR. VALLABHBHAI PATEL'S MOVE IN KAIRA TALUKAS: NO-TAX CAMPAIGN MR. ...
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__ MR, VALEABHBHAI PATEL'S MOVE IN KAIRA TALUKAS,

NO-TAX CAMPAIGN.
MR. VAUEABHBHAT PATEL'S MOVE

Advice to Agriculturists in Kaira Talukas
not to Pay Land Revenue.

GROUND WELL PREPARED?

Mr, ?mhﬂ,:htqumhlwvﬂﬂar
doll, is apparently chafing in his retirement, anxious to lead
asﬂtulhmsts, amenable to his infsence, into another cam-
paign lor non-payment of kand revenue. He advised the far-
mers of Matar and Mehmedabad falukas in Kaira at a meet-
ing on Saturday to stop paying anything in the way of land
Tevenue,

It Is considered probable that the ground has been well
ﬂmﬂ for such a campaign as several students belonging
to Mr, Gandhi's “University” have, under Mr, Patel's Jeader
ship, been carrying on an economic inquiry in these two
talukas and must have, (herefore, acquired a cerlain amount
of influence on the farmers,

The Convocation of the “University” was held on Saturs
day when Mr. Gandhi in his address referred to his move-
ment for civil disobedience and exhorted all to remain alwava
non-violent, VB

Replylng to thase who said that the independence move-
mént would result in bloodshed and anarchy, he declared that

hmipmdlnhmlhmmmaathﬂwwhludh




VR. VALLABHBHAI PATEL IMPRISONED FOR THREE MONTHS: MAGISTRATE DEFIED ...
)UR OWN CORRESPONDENT

he Times of India (1861-current); Mar 8, 1930;
roQuest Historical NEWS]JE}]ETS: The Times of India (1838-2005)
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MR YALLABHBI-IAI = AE "=
\’IAGISTRATE DEF]ED - SENT TO JAIL:
= . POE QOBEYING ORDE-QS-
PROHIBITED BORSAD SPEECH ST e S e D
INADIAT, Maoich 7.
M.,  Vealiabhlbrlraoi T '=atel ix')c
{‘Siil'éal'” Tak Sa ' Jat neue“.;.,n.,t"‘ - Mbr- b e ) x.lndbr = >t
en fo Sabarmati Jail to Sf  : the recent
1 . FTaocdoli PPoeamasant
SEWE SEﬂtEHCE, -:gltatlm, o= —
-  IFR iranger, tried t’o;
" . Smce oF.
VICEROY'S REPLY TO MR, GANDHI = e T g .":"ﬁ ,
sceaitencoed tq three
. :umxtb- = ST pEri— -
Gandrﬂir‘ . Fallabhb l‘!élel the H;Jght hand  pun of M. \f nt %nd = fine
: win arrested and sentenced fo three months' impri- = . '
anment on Friday for sildressing o village mesting in Borsad = b == fi‘ S t),’ei sft Ambommect‘a-
Talula in defianee of mugisterial orders, by £t x == & xu- fox
When he persisted in addvessing the meeting he was Borsad - weith Thhe
taken fo. custody, escorted to. Borsad- and tried by the Dis- —Pabact. - _Selkvene
telet Magistrate who sentenced him to three months' simple : n‘_’r.s n -~ i ?‘:{ =
imprisonment nnd « finé of Bs 500, He was then conviyed }hraad Taluﬁa Sxra
in # motor car to Sabarmadi Jull ' E_= _EDdSsTrict: =1 >
" The inprisoniient of My, Fatel will be & serious blow to 2. hbitedcett‘(é‘ﬁm d‘?:: :ig e
Mr. Gandhi's Satyngraha compaign, of which Mr. Patel is ‘Aarrested andg R iy Yo s e sl . TR
known to have worked out-all the details, This is parti- the - istrict - Mngiumle tried Zﬁl‘xn - Tox
cularly so when it is vealised that Mr, Patel hus great per- i soibhe ity Iy 3anl ~ orders., T >
sotil inffuence 4 Jakalpur ‘area-which adjoins Bardol, the »i’bu;:e’l-_ s convictoda @ sentnhced =
seent of his recdit Dpasint ugitution, — h&':-’: Eanatoel waa Tthrcen taken f e mot;r
5 11!1“- miarrshi:lgwmlue. in this connection, that the ;3 sabha r}n:zgg_ *r \B ttt-_:txel.' thho Ddxraért
egislntive Awsembly's vejection on Friday of the non-oficial perwision L I2iimoxria, “,“"'pu > -
motion for 4 eat in the Exeeutive Council grant, which vas ?:‘m;ff;ﬁ"t (:!‘Lg z:)t.“ Toi lcg =t INockizs
ﬂ’ifu“hﬂd by it supportera & a censure motion, amounts to =t & o’cloclic i=s evernifissgy=. - A TITww - ce T
pport of constilytionaliam . againet revolutloy, wvEas @ Diyowmsrhht arecd. i3 wwesaess Etxmicea Tt

OUR, O. C. (1930, Mar 08). MR. VALLABHBHAI PATEL IMPRISONED FOR THREE MONTHS
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MR. PATEL'S ARREST.

ACTIU;N_ UNDER BOMBAY
DISTRICT POLICE ACT.

on Monday afternoon, Rao Saheb Da-
dubhai P. Desai (Kaira District), ask-
ed the following short notice question
regarding the arrest and convietion of
Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel:—

(a) Will Government be pleased to
state under what Section of the Cri-
minal- Law Szcrdar Vallabhbhai was
convicted and sentenced by the Distriet
|Magistrate; (b) was the orvder served
|upon Sardar- Vallabhbhai one’ under
Sectioh 144 of the Griminal- Procedure
Code or one under Seétion 42 of the
District Police Act; (c) .was he ar-
rested under the provisions of the Cri-
‘minal Procedure’ Code or under thoge

the -Criminal’ Procedure Code, was any.
complaint “made by a. public servany,;
(@), who' igsued the warrant for the
larrest. of :Sardar Vallabhbhai?. .

ME. FPATEL'S ARREST: ACTION UNDER BOMBAY DISTEICT PFOLICE ACT

In the Bumhg_v Legislativa Enuncil:

of the Distriet ‘Police Act; (d) if he

was arrested under the provisions of|

MIE-. FATELS AHRESD: WEIHEE LU ES TI0ESS I TEHE ASSE NAEELY

T M o declio ¢ &858 frrremals e 24, 180205
o et |Elh-.-rn.|r.'\-:l_—rr-:-|'=l.—-: T T s ool Teades: f 158 -0
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MR. PATEL'S ARREST.

MORE QUESTIONS IN THE
ASSEMBLY.

NEW DELHI, March 22.

In the Assemibly to-cay, 1*andil
Malaviyva nsked =@ guestion about Mr.
Vallabhbheas Patel, 1o which v written
answoer was laid on the table .

The question runs: (1) Will the Home
Momber state if in Lhe informal scn
which the Bombay Governmont sl
Fim in reply to my qguestion they hadd
stated under what soction the- Sardsasr
haed been convicted and imprisomned T
And, if so, whyv the Home Member Jdid
net communicale the information to pee
in the letter which he was good enouzh
o soemnd me?  (2) Is it & fact that (&)
a mnotice having bean isgued Lo the
Sardar under scoction 42 of the Rome-
bay Police Act, he could only be con
victed under section 68 of the said Aot
and (b)) that the maximum punishmelt:
provided for disobeying an order un«der
section 42 of the said Act is = fine,
which may externd to Bs 200, and s
imprisonment ? (32) I=s it a fact that
Sardar Vallabhbhai FPatel has becn
conwvicted and imprisoned under section
71 of the said Act? (4) Do Gowver:n-
ment raalise that the conwviction of thro
Sardar under section T1 of the said
Act and the sentence passed onm him of
imprisonment for three months and ==
fine of Bs 500 are utterly illegail?™
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DESTRUCTION OF BOMBAY.

MR. PATEL'S “THANKS."

TO THE EDITOR OF

Sir,—The Indian world of politics
is whirling round in__a strange unruly
way. “Sardar’ Vallabhbhai Patel is
out with wenomous activity against
the city of Bombay, if the report of
his speech in the Gujerathi papers is
to be believed., Bombay the beautiful,
Bombay the nerve-centre of trade and
the hive of industry, Bombay known
for its sober judgment, the city of
balanced political outlook, this city 1s
to be razed to the ground to satisfy
the malicious windictiveness of Mr.
Vallabhbhai. He forgets that all the
chanda the Bombay War Counecil re-
quires comes from the pockets of the
trading Buniahs. The rich Marwaree
gives his thousands. The Buniah and
the Marwaree will be nowhere

“THE TIMES OF

. ryot.
way better than tenants at will.

once !

INDIA.”

village sowcars' account books and
pronotes are also destroyed. The wvil-
lage marwaree is not by himself such
an unmitigated nuisance. The sowecar-
pleader is the worst offender. This
pleader knows how to get round the
various restrictions which Govern-
ment laws have put into force from

time to time. My humble request to
the non-viclent *“Sardar” is to have
heart-to-heart talks with these

pleaders. The land belongs to the
But these ryots are now i{lﬁ. 11110
"y
should they give their best energies
and intellizence to improve the land?
There. is another thing. We Kunbis

have come to love Bombay. We love
it +with a dean sonse af oratefulneca.

KEY TO FREEDOM. (1930, Jul 04). The Times of India
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-

KhEY TO FREEDOM.

MR, V. PATEILL. ON WOMEN’S
AWAKENING.

Mr. Nallabhbhal Patel addressecd a
Ver)y sarge garthicring of ladies, over ftawo
thousan strong. at Kanubai's Woadi.
Flira Baug  TEombay on Thursdoas~s afttor-
OO . IFrom an carly hour of the doas,
A regular concoursc of womern, dressed
in white khadday, pourcd at the mcecln,y
Placcec. to have *‘doarshan’’ of the **SS::relrn -
OoOf BEarAdoli™ andad eatr him spcak. The
cntirce space around the court wvard os
thae wwad 2as well as the balconiess onn thoe
tirse floo:r fiannking the vard were i1wujll
leng before the arrival of the spoalcer.
The audience was mMmostly | composedl of
Gujerati Hinau Iadies. I_oud spcalkers
were Iinstallead inside and outside - tizic
meeting place to enable the swvomen who
had to occupy adjacent butldines f(or
want of accommodation, to hear the moes-
sage of theo ar .




Fanchavats
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Panchnrayats

sSardar Valilabhbhai: Patel is report-
ecd to_, have threatened to start a
“*paraliel government’™ -in. Gujarat by
resuscitating the ancient village
institution of the Panchavat. As Mir.
Gandhi says in an instructive article
oy the subject, “Panchayat has an
ancient flavour; it is a good word.”
[t is a2 very good woid, and has many
[lavours, some of them very pigquant.
But Mr. Gandhi betrays a very hazy
knowledge of history when he avers
that the word “‘“represents the svyvstem

>y which the innumerable wvillage rc-
publiics of India were governed.” But

Panchayats. (1931, Jun 13). The Times of India
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=i, I ~want Tt e o attention
To a lettexy by “Historian®™ in the issue

of Z23xrd June of your paper. He says
that the ‘-historical memory™ of S
k= abhbhai L e 1s defective _ it
Tthe fact 1s tha the Sardar™s memaory
of history is mnot at all defective, buat
that the knmowledoe of the *“*Historian®™
about the meaning of the wword ““TRam
Raj™” is defective-

The Rama in the word ““JRam Raj™ is
ot the *“*"Hama Raja'™ of Wijasnagau:,
as assuamecd by the ““Histovian™"——but
the Rama of Awvodhwa, a popular and
noble king in epic Indisa and the hero

iy Lhe IIRamasayarna. He was wery Jjust
Aarnad kKimnd . The subjects wmrnder Jrizxm
verse wery happy owing 1to hiss kKimnd
zrnd just rualce. Many tales are told
about hirrm . Acaed hhence whenewver one
has 1o speak of a “wwell-conducted and
hapippy rregimmoc e says it is ;&a IRawmnm
¥Ftaj. ™"

"Thhe abowve will sliow that Soarcddar
Wallabhbhai waas qguite right in asking
people to pPpreparce to establis=h Iz
Raj.
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T AN AHMEDABAD
LIBRARY

TO THNE EDITOR OF "“T"EE TIMES OF INDLA. ™

S|ir, The rescolution by the
Ahmeda»ad Municipalit to hand
over possession © t.{le G ~ -

Vidyapith Library to Sardar Vallabh-
}]E! EifP:h is H;Ft.]t;a = e lepen Desp -
S an an ing - ite
the woeful dearth of a really qood
library in Ahmedabad and the failure
of all concermed, including the multi-
millionaires of the Manchester of
India to make it good, the Ahmedsa-
bad Municipality did not go see
the “Fift"” of the Gujerat Vidyapi :
I.ibra = And when it was offered
=l:!':.r HHaka Kalekar after mature de-
liberation and even consultation with
Mahatma Gandhi, it was mot accept-

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES OF INDIASHANKERPRASAD,S.NANAVATY. (1935, Nov 20). AN AHMEDABAD
LIBRARY. The Times of India (1861-Current)
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‘REVENUE PAYMENT NO SIN

AGAINST CONGRESS

BARDOLI ORGCAN PHQPAGAHI}A
(F..OM OUR OWN CORRESPOMNDENT.)

AHMEDABAD, March 21.

The Pardoli Satyagraha Patrika,
which is a Congress organ, and which
until now has spared no pains . to
incite the peasants of the Taluka to
carry on campaign of non-payment
-of the land revenue, has informed
them that by payving the land reve-
nue they do not become traitors to
the Congress. Those that paid the.
land revenue would be blamed nei-

ther by the ﬂnn%'ress nur by Sardar.
Vallabhbhai Pa merely on that|

account. . .

It may be interesting to note, in’
this econnection, that most of the
revenue in the Bardeli Taluka and |

the Surat District has already been

paid up, in some cases cven the se—
cond instalment. -

)
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"Fighting our last battles”. (1939, Feb 23). The Times of India |




"Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel” Bridge: R. C. C. STRUCTURES AT AHMEDABAD
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“Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel” Bridge

R. C. C. STRUCTURES
AT AHMEDABAD

O reinforced concrete bridges

across the river Sabarmiati, one
at Jamaipur and another at Shapur,
were decided by the Ahmedabad
Municipality in the early ﬁn
1036, Subsequently, they invited
tenders from several firms on their
own design. The present bridges
deslgned by the Hindustan Coifistruc-
tion Co., Ltd, were finally accept-
ed.



SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL’S VISIT TO AHMEDABAD

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel o* left being garlanded after he had laid the | the grounds of the Ahmedabad Town Hall after unveiling the marble
foundation stone of he Scth Lallubhai Gordhandas Hospital in | bust of Mr. Ballubhai Thakore,
Ahmedabad, At right Sardar Patel snapped addressing a meeting on

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL'S VISIT TO AHMEDABAD. (1948, Jan 25). The Times of India



Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel *i‘\ 7
The Times of India (1861-current); Apr 13, 1948; A
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Tune-s of India (1838-2005)
pg. 6

-Sardar Vallabhbhai Patelx

NEW DELHI, April 12: Sardar Vale
labhbhai  Patel, the Deputy Prime
Minister, Government of India, who
has been indisposed for some weeks,
is now normal, though doctors have
imposed restrictions on interviews,
which are confined only to essential
purposes. Sardar Patel is leaving for
Mussoorie “during the third week of
this month for a change. He is expect-
ed to spend a few days at Dehra Dup
also.—A . P.I. .

.



Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

The Times of India (1861-current); Oct 13, 1948; (ﬂ ,
I]:;ﬂguc%t Historical Newspapers: The Times of India (1838-2005) *
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Nﬂl:l“bﬂ October 12: The sgyndie

cate of the Nagpur University aas dee
 cided to confer the honorary degree of
Dactor 'of | I.aws ‘on 1India's Deputy
Prime Minister, Sardar Vallabhbhati
‘IFatel, at a special convocation of the
Nagpur Univelslty to be held here on
‘October 31. .
" "This decision of the Nagpur ‘Unlver=
 5ity is reported to have been conveyed
to Bardar Vallabhbhai Patel by the

Govetnor of the Central Provinces and
Berar

Sardar vallabhbhai patel. (1948, Apr 13). The Times of India
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PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

pe. B

R nearly thirty years now Earﬂarcapahle of affection.

Fatel has been a name to con-
Jure with when guick decisions hB"i.?ﬂ:

had to be taken and bold
plans executed. And the dax-
zling but lonely eminence
that Burrounds hirry today 1is
but a modest reward to India'a
strong man with an iron will, who

has showed himself time and again
a past master in political leadership
£:d public administration.

hedgerows ot

It was along the

for strong character

aothears for

them himself.

their convictions,
aver much he might

He has regard

and respects
howr
disagree with

¥ ears have mellowed him and aven

his proverhially
wears a kindly glow.

aagasination of
dhi, he has
through

—alone—and
lity and power

experience that
he picked wup his
Ereatness — as
a shrewd judge
of men a n d
evanta, a Chiel

of Staff who in-
spirea confidence
and commands
loyalty, ha stra-
tegist and a dip-
lomat. He finds
himself at the
helm af our
affaira after el
hard and patient
stewards h i p .
firstly in the
service of Ahme-

Mahatma
had to voya e
strange seas
his executive

have

atern exterior now

Since the as=
Gan-

of thought
abi=
often found
themselves Foil-
ed not so much
by his indiffer-
ent health =
owing to the-ab-
sence of the
Mahatma's IO
ral authority.
During t h &
hard times that

have been with
115 after Inde-
pendence, h i =

accent has been
not on change
and raevolutiorn
but on conaoli-
dation. Though
essentially =

Scrutator. (1949, Oct 30). Sardar vallabhbhai patel. The Times of India



Iron Man with an iron will

Faced with the challenge of integrating more than 500 princely states to form the Union of India, some of them
extremely hostile, Sardar Patel rose to the occasion with aplomb. None in history can compare with his feat, not even

Bismarck. Without his tireless perseverance there would have been no modern India

ardar Vallsbhbhai Patel has
Suﬁm h;ia mml:areul with
o von Bismarck, the unifi-
et of Germary by 1671, Recently,
Balraj Krichan wrote o bock call
ardar Patel the Bismarck of
Indta. Todesceibe him thas belir-
thess his achievements, Is it because
we suffer from an Inferiority com-
plex vig-d-vis Eurape? Be that a5 3t
miay, what fullows here wauld show
that, oa the contrary, Bismanck can
be called the Patel gf_ﬁmﬂ;’.
Bismiarck ¢ame fhta national
promingnce after he was appalnt-
ed the Chiancellor o Prisk in
1861 by Kaiser Wilhelm 1. He
w0 res::nr'ed an expanslonkst
]:: ming to war with
erﬁﬂ:'mg'Iﬁruar Fwilh Anstria
and takdng over the duchles of
Sdllesw'iﬂn.nd Holstein. The latter
with nltkally allotted 1o Austria, 4
year lates, ad o result of o war with
Austria, Prussiatook it away alter
digning the Peace of Prague, 1566,
In 1I|j: Angtre-Prossian was, fowr
principalities of nocthern CGerman
namely Hanover, Hesse- hmrr
Nassau and Feankfort wese
annexad h'\' Prissia,

Therd remalned four major  cour
§  on pollee action sgainst Hyderahad

stales of southern Germary.
annexation woald not have been

- eaally poaslble withowt Hju[ b war

with King Mapoleen [ of France.
Bismarck managed to provoke him
it sittac Gtman}' and getting
defeated at the battle of Sedan, The
French apgression induced the
southern principalities of Bavarla,
Baden, Hesse and Wurltemberg to

Hobn the rest of Kaiser Wilhelm's
|empire resubling n the untfication
| o Grermany by 1871, It was a usian

of Prussia phus 31 smaller and tiny
principalities, comprising a total of

125,000 square kilometres and a
popabation of 4 crore. The nwglﬁ
small dates were hall of Prussia a

a third of the unlted country,

In contrast, Sardar Patels chal-
y fnT. r h

lenge was far er_he
cnnf# % E|5 I'Ilii-!b.'ll'l 'ﬂ ULMTS-
tion the Union of India consisted

“of 13 Inkh square kilametres
'Lﬂ_tiﬂ__ihE_ﬁaq]Jj’w CToke pcgm.

There were S0 princely staes,

[E‘l nﬁﬂ':amdﬂrj‘F'IT in. Dn

waLm_g_h:s Ih!il. to i:n1.1|:,|: i
Elju_mm: nu_uT;lE-]r to fioln
sl on Cheir et Talde the
COURTY, Tmﬂ‘h‘lﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁthﬂ FR was
ERIAETIMTEY ungappartive while
TawiaharTal Nefir was perpesualiy
g:ﬂ_llng. afraid lest Patel’s
attempts provoke communal con-
flict. By contrast, | 1, Bismarck had no
domestic eppasition; he had a
monarch Wha gave him ¢'r'sr'.rs||p

-l'r'l:l-nm'mjr which obeyad
ey

The ]ndmn arm} was Joyal but
il top commanders were still
British and th::.r WETE anxisus e
avpld any clash with Pakistan, For
instance, General Roy Bucher dia-
d Patel until the last minute

in Movember 1948 The Brilish
political agents as well as advisors
In the states headed by Muslim
ralers worked in opposition to
India. The Indian [ndependence
Act passed by the British
Parlizment in July 1947 ided
for a Pringeton a5 & third-demin
lon which led many a prince 1o
helievs that he need not foin sither
Indks or Pakistan when the British
Lt arvd thesr paramountcy lapsed,
The then foreign secretary KPS

Menon feared that India was golng.  Sarder Pzl wift bls deugfrier Maniben. Fickor coudesy, (searhhes

tor be halkanissd. Fnrtun:t:l_].', in
retarn for Patel accepting that
India join the Commonwedlih,

Mount conceded that r
Iess of affickd palley be woald biswe
E‘nm:eh states to be dealt with

B IT00 mMarn.
thabl}' becanse the Mehru
family was Kashmiri and Sheikh
Abdullah was his friend, Mehm
kep the dealings with that prinoe-
Iy state o himself, The Yalley, even
today, 1s an unsehved problem,
Patels toughest challenge was
2, andl its INizam whio was
a virtpal prisoner of The Fakistan
aggeifs ¢ Razakars. Mareaver,
his British adwisor Sir Alexander
Manckton was a friend of Lord
Mounthatten but distinctly pro-
Pakistan. Patel bad to wait unil
September 1948 before sending {n
Eheﬁrm; B

The Nawab_of Bhopal,
Hamidullah Khan, was Jinnaks
TVE BIEISS Iuting the
inces to link up with Pakistan,

e was the Chancellor, Chamber of

Princes, he worked day and night
oy catse a split among the princes,
a5 Balra] Krishan has put it The all
ol aftempt was bo build the third
dominion to be called Princestan.
[mdore, Baroda and as well as
[odhpier were links in a potential
chain af this gr.mﬂ d:;ign.

The Drivan of Travancore, Sir
CF Ramasvwami Alyar had proved
t# be an eminent example for
many & pringe fo stay awiy from

1 joining the lndian Union, He bad

on May 5, 1947, declared his Stats
b be independent immediately
ot the end of British paramabet-
cy: Jinnah was quick to support the
dﬁrzclaratm Divan was so
overbearing that the Mahasajah

PRAFULL GORADIA

could nat difer from him: it was
only when the Sardar phoned him
disecily that be was rattled encigh

te give in

Umiﬂ the leadership of the
Jamsaheh, who succeeded Bhopal
s the chancellor that a meeting of
Kathiawar states was [nduced to
resohve that they woudd not juin
either dominjen. With the ap {m
ment of Shak Mawaz Bhutto,
Jinnah's ally, as the new divan of
]unﬁgﬁm i ate: July, it was evident
that his game plan would be 1o
pccede bo Pakistan, This was for
meally amnounced on Angust 15, Tt
wis not until Movember that Patel
could move froaps inke Junagarh
and that ton by leaving
Mounthatten in the dark unzil the
aclion bEH:In, Bﬂﬁ:’ Krishan las
recorded.

The trickiest problem was
Tadhpur, 2 Hindu ruler, Hindu
gopulmhmmsmnmwbmﬂﬂrd
indh and the Maharsjal was
immakure, Jusl T finnah
made severak ttmﬁing affers
including & signed blank paper on
which the Maharafah could write
any terms. Lord Mounthatten
admitted hiz fallare to change the
prince’s mind. Only Patels direc
intervention turned the tide and
Jodhpur jodned Hindustan.

Jh:mle%r.:thfE&I}p‘mlct

Ty stafes with India was 2 mammath
u eration, It i difficult 1o portray
all its dimensions in such a ghort
ts‘pm:l:. It was made all the more dif-
icalt by Gandhi|i’s obsession with
nenvinkence, the British mililary
relustance to allow the use of force
and Jawaharal Nehrus Hambet
like vacillation, Bemarck had nane
of these handlcaps and his chal-
lenges were far sovaller.
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LAST MOMENTS OF SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL

Sudden Change In
Gaﬁlj_iﬁinn

The shock of -the news of Sardar
Fatel’s death was all the greater, as
reports after his arrival in Bomhbay
from the capibal three days earlier
had indicsted that the change from
Delhl had benefted hino. |

The recovery, howewvep,
Llemporary and the Deputy Prime Bl
nister was gelzed by a Hesrt atlsck
at 3-30 a.m. on Friday. He becarne
unconacious, but hopes of his survis
val revived at &30 awm. when he
regatined coneciousness and hig pulse
improved. He sipped water two or
three times at short intervals,
did mnot appear tp recognise those
around himge. "He wwas obviously in
acute patn. And then he fell into a
coma and died at P-=-37 a.m, :

Hia =son and dasughtor, his daugh-
ter-in-law, his grand-children and his
Private Secretary, Mr. V. Shankar,
Wera prescni at the death-bed,

Hesping wigdl at his bedside slsp
were Mr, B, G. Hher [(Chief Minis-
ter of Bombay), Mr. Morarii Desal
({Home Munister), Mr, 8 K., Patil
-Mavor of Bombay), Mr. &. D, Birla
(his host in Bombay), Mr, Nagindas
‘T. Master, and Mr. Mathuradas Tri-
kpmjl.

Dr. M., D. Id. Gilder, Heoalth Mi-
nister gf Bombay, and Dr. MNathubhai
FPatal, the Sardar's {amlily doctor,
wara in atitendance all might -

The Governor of Bombay, Raja
Maharaj Singh, .and Rani Maharaj
Eingh, were among the early callers
at Birla House,

Proved |

hut-

at Camdewl

Chief of the R.5.5.,
Gon. Rajendrasindif,
Souithern Command .,
After the had paid homage, Lhe
bier was placed on a gun cArriage

GO, L-in-02,,

and the fuperal processlon started atf

5-15 p.m. As the Bervice bands
glruck the opening strains of tne
Funeral ' March, the crowds outside
Birla House surged forward impend-
Ing the progress of the procesalon.
One hundred and fifty men drawn
from the. thiee armed services pulled
the pun carriage, while 1,000 other
Army, Navy gnd Air Force personael
formed the vanguard and thes rears
Fuard 1o the hrarse with "‘arms re-
e,

The Primgs Minigster at first drove
in a jfeep behind the cortege, but
when the procession had reached the
end af MNepean Sea Rond he decided
to walk-at the head of the processiomn.
The Chief MMinister of Madhya Pra-
desh. Mr. Ravishanlkar Shulkkla, walle-
ed with him. - Behind them was
Mr., Golwalkar.

MILE-J.OMNG PROCESSION

The entire six-mila route Lromp
Birle Howuse to Sonapur was throng-
ed by people, whila thousands wetoh-
ed the procession from roof-tops and
by perching themselves on treeg amnd
even on lamp-posts, When the pro-
ceggion pepchad Nadng Ohowlk, 12 was
more than a mile long, but thera
thousands toolk a shorter route to
the cremntion groond in the hope of
being able to witness the last rites,

From Mana Chowkl the procession
went at a gulclker pace and, wend-
ing i1te way pasti the level-crosaing
nrl Congress Houae,

marched along Vithalbhai Patel

LAST MOMENTS OF SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL. (1950,

lapnohaly privilese of =savine & feor
words to you Ras been glven €0 me
tonight. Thirty-twea wearas age, when
Gandhiji vwas in Madras with me, ane
morning _he aaked me: ‘Have VoL EEEn
Vallabhbthal Patel? Do veu know that
I hawve found in him & most trose-
warthy man, staunch and brave. You
should ses him." And I 4id see him
some deyva thareaaftier. All thesg i
years I hnve been seelng him  almost
without breal. What was Vallnbhbhat,
who departed from us enrly thls morn-
ngs We hove anly hixs bedy bBeforg s,
and it 13 soen to dissppear Info the air
info - the water and into the ezrih,
That 5 how and where we ®ll came
from Bnd io whera wWe must all ga
back. But 1t was the inspiration, the
SOurdge &nd the econfidences lnearnade
that wa .called Vallabhbhai, Laet us
all imagine that the real Vallabhbhal
siurvives mlter his last breath left hlm
thiz morning.

W are here assen: blied
vent to our grief apd toe take courAEe
and confldence out of his sshes. Wa
ehall pot find the like of him agaim,
but let uwg not think that he lved In
vitin. Ha has I[eft  Ilarpge fruils  of
work, Ronest, brave, conalstent work,
which wa can enjoy and shere Im,
provided we have the character, Lot
ua nob- give way to fear and depres-
zlon. .

"I am an old man and I am Zilvren
thls privilege of epealing to woy fAesk
berauss I am his oldest friond, left ba-

ko gElwae

i, I hAave acen many pespla go
miwvny, And this one |8 the mosc i11us-
trioue of them all, May khils aplreit
bless us and our friecnds Asscmbled
here.

vy brother who s stznding beside

me (BIr. MNehral will now . guide the
country all alone,. It is 4ifleult for me
to oy mnything, I was dsked to =2ty
something and I hawve said. It is oot
poasilile to Bsay anything wise (o oar
grief, Moy God help us all"

Dec 16). The Times of India
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Glowing tributes = TO INDIA

to Sardar Patel Tributes At Bombay

Bv A Staff Reporter R
Glowing tributes were paid to .the : MEEtlng

life and work of Sagdar WVallabhbhai . .
Patel at meetings organised by differ- Bombay celebrated the 75th birthday

ent parties and institutions. 'in Bnn&; gi Hﬂ;-':!!ﬂ-t' W‘I'iﬂt:lﬂ.?hbhﬂi TP?“I m; Tues-
day, it bei e bir Y, 2 political associates an
ouy. Gun_Swecdy:. BE hood friends joining in a,cc!a,iming hlm-

apniverssry. of the sardar.

i-. try ever produced.
ered at Congress Sadan, Azad Mai Presiding over 'a public meeting mt

dan, the  headquarters of the new _
BPCC, 1o w-hgmage to the Sardar’s Madhav Baug, the Chlef Minister ‘of
memory. Mr. A. N. Namjoshi, presi- fr?l?‘“ﬂ-r Mr. B. G. Kher, sald the con-
dent of the PCC, presided. ution !“‘f the imtthME unt-
Addressing a_public meeting under m“’%&’;‘;ﬁﬂ" by ]ﬂ:;mﬁ ol -t'h:h et prank
the auspices of the old BPCC, Mr: :ua 'wr: i “Pﬂgﬂw ":m “;';‘“rl “ag”’““‘
S. K. Patil said that one of the deci- ul:f. ﬂ?g[eﬂg'n feat nuf sta,teargmnah?n
sions taken by the Sardar Memorial Mrﬂ;{i]er recalled his: 80 years’ “EH'I::
Cnmmnce was to name the Town Hall ciation: with Sardar Parel in political
<)in_Bombay afrer Sardar. Patel. life and described him as the man who
’ 4  He said that textbooks should in- ghowed. the greatest understanding. in
Iﬂ:]udﬂ the accounts of life and work the wuse ' of the weapon of satyagraha

the great leaders of the freedom guring Indla’s struggle for freedom.
; i mﬂvemcnt. “This will also help bridge Resoclute and firm.  in decisions. - the

J

()t / the generation gap,” he added. Sardar inspite of his rough - exterlor

o {\ Mr. Mukundrao Bhujbal Patil, pre- was the gentlest at heart, gﬂr. Kher
o sldent of the old BPCC, prﬂalded aald.

5\:_\ ’ ’ b
"B 4 ‘ﬂ’

% A, S. R. (1971, Nov 01). Glowing tributes to sardar patel. The Times of India
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SARDARS ASHES
- IMMMERSED

_g??

=t f Allahabad Ceremonyv

From Oonr Owwm Correspondent
| AT.T. AFTABAD, December =2
The last remains of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel were immer-

sed into the Trivemni, at 1.5 p.m.
today. : .

Lhe urmn Wwas brought by a specia
planeae Ffrom IDellhhd by M, Dahyabhe
Fatel and NMiss DManiben Eatel

It was placed in Ban opern car boe
dechk=d =wwith flowers and as it wen:
Past, thhe crowd waitin outside suTre.
ed forward to touch the wvessel oo
tadmimge tTtThe ashes of the Jdepartec
Iemader.

The cmr with thhe urn was followerc
by that of the FPresidemnt.

The Pprocession of cars halted i
the clock tower, eight miles frorm bhs
acerodrome. Flere the urnma Vwas tramns.
ferred to = rhite-painted el s b Tl Tl
carrying the natiornsamal fAapep and deoco-
rated with fSowers. A wunit of the
TFttar FPradesh Defence BForce ( Formne

Chuards) reversed arns asS A Sigrrn ol
ITR LI T i T B

=i ]

=




The Iron M

M Octodber 31, 1050 are
specifully affecrionale
group hod assembled
Wl A prvEie pues) houss
in Ahmedabad 10 felicilaie the lron
Man of India, Sardar Vallabhai
Palzl op has Platinum Jubileg bink-
day. The group comprised col-
leagues From political life apd some
from the world of commerce be-
sides the family members. Folks
from his home village Kasamsad
had comee 10 wish a long life forthe
valiant son of the sl
Sardar had combined s wisin
with a helping hand for some of
s fawourite poajecis bike the malk
scheme of Anand. He even col-
lecled funds for the gencral elec-
tiens-India“s first 0 be based on
adult franchise 1o laupch the
worlds largest democracy in &
wear's time. The mAORey Was
handed over pe Moraii Desai
The biggest surprise was the ar.
rival of three Rajpramukhs, the Ma-
harajas of Patiala. Gwalior and
JTalpuer representing the newly
formed union of PEFSLU, Madhya
Bharat and Rajasthan. They pre-
senged him an inscribed volome of
the White Paper an Indjan Seates
— a marration of Vallabhai's miracle
of bringing some 562 Princes mto
the mational democratic main-
sirntam ending their feudatory rule,
afier sceession 1o the Repubhic of
India,
His gente but lirm approach
gulminated in the growping of sev.
eral horadred Sates im0 26 wlmin-
isirative uniis with the merger of a
large pumber of uny prncedoms
with adjoiming Provineess noa mal-
ter of weeks.Thus be creaied a
colvarful mosaic out of widely di-
verse principalities & mould a
united Indiam State & fewt unparal-
lebed i the annals of the world To
take o look a1 his (oomative wears
ong of the six childen of a maddls
class Gujarati farmer, Thaverbhai
Patel, Yallabhai was bom on the
31® Dcwwober 1875 in Madisd. Has
early days were speni caring for
the family fizlds and he could com-

Vian O' India

¥

Kheds in 1917 and the sooond i
Bardoh in F92E e aclheeve reducs
won or waiver of revenws when
crops: had saffered ¢acessive dam-
age through vagaries of weaher
As Chairman of the Sanitary
Committes of Ahmedakd Mumici-
pality, Wallabhai refused o beave
the city when plagee broke out
torevards the emd of 1917 in thee Grea
and people were reshing away
from the gy, He stuck o las gob
getving places cleancd amd orga-
nizimpg ont-diseass Agu mls_ with-
oud regard for bis personal safery,
Vallabhiai gave up his practice
in profeat agaimst the niroduction
of the infamous Rowlpil Aot amd
the lalianwala Bagh killings.
Therenler e devoted all has fame
and ensrgy for the epancipaion
of thee smflemng class ad poditical

structive approach threeughour the
procesdings. In his very first Cabi-
nezl, Jowahalal MNehau made Pangl
e Deputy Pripne Minisrter and
Blimister Tor Home, Siates and In-
formation and Broadeasiing,

Al the time of indepepdence,
the emtire Governimem machingry
bath al the Cemire amgd in the Slates
was maniesd by the specl fame of
the Indhian Civil Service ([C5) In
tramsation from the “Police Siage”,
YVallahha reaied the oflicers as in-
siraments of stability. Witk
shrewdncss, lact and Fémerdasiny
Wallalphiai eamed their respect and
confidenes 1o make (hem parncrs
in the pew welfare repame, As ICS
wis Fading ol he created the 1AS
and 05 allsed services s the pew
all [msli service cadre. His boasic
advice b Neve yoiaikg TECMUNSE W

Growing In Stature

elence Minisier Pramab Mukherjes™s just concluded wisir 1o
Chile has taken relations between Mew Dethi and Samtiago boe 2
new betghl. During his sojourn in the Lanin American nation.
Mukherjee called on Chilean President Richardo Lagos Escobar and
apresd with him that in addition 10 their  pamial rade agreement nego-
tiztions - India and Chile should sork iowards bilzieral and production
invesimen: ard avopdance of double taxatbon. In his talks with his
Chalean counserpam Jamde Baviegl. the two wentified several areas of
cooperation for muual benefic. These inclede 1rining programmes.
stepped up exchanges between the grmed forees . shanng of wchnical
krowledge as well as research and developiend. Chile showed inferest
in Imadia’s Advanced Light Helcoprer (ALH), ordnance producis and
WP SVSIEME
Wih o vicw (o raising their defence relationship 10 a pew level
the two Defence Minmisiers agreed to axplore the possibiliny of posting
Defemce Ataches in Maew Delhi ang Santiago mespectively - The pro-
atlache in Samiiaga will be the farst ever in Latin America. Cui-
rently, iz whide segion s Boiag covered from Washington, Tharing
hig Chilean tour, Mukherjes also
vigited Eduarda Frei Base on King
Grenepe's Island in Antarctica, he'd
discussions with afficials and s

Notepad
=nrists over there Ja'gdis}'- N' Singh arul Etp[ﬂﬂl ({514
areas ol coogmina. tinn betwesn the

Chilzan base and India™s Antarctica bass kocated some distance away
It Chile Mokherjee alto wilnessad 1he signing of o conteact between
ihe Hindustan A¢ronacitics Limited and MY Enaer, Samiioga regard-
imp (he manubkciure of aircraflls pams and assemblics,

BEREEEE awwdh

Expanding the scope of Indo- US defence cooperation |, a joini [TAF —
LISAF exercast has been plunned ol Air Foece Station. Rolaikunds from
Movermber T o Movember 19, Last vear o samilar exercise was held at
AF Station Gwalicr. Involving  Larger force levels, the axencise aouald
inchude & sguadion of F-18 Trem a USAF base in Japan and various
tvpes of TAF fighaer sircrah like the SU- 30K Birage- 2000, BISON and
W42

Defence sources say that it s for the First time thar the AWACS
afrgraft will parficipade in an air exescizse in Incdia, This experience will go
a long way in preparing the LAF ajepcrew In aperaing in an AWALCS
ervirenimend before the induction of the TAF AWACS mio the service.
The tanker Meet will priicipile |.1'urm.3 1he indiecisesn and de-indoen on
of forces for the exercise The practice missions will include Dissimilar
Air Combal Manoeuving 1ACM) amd Largs Force Engagenment (LFE)
in the Beyond Visual Range (BVE) regime,

The zim of the joint exercise is o enhance motial operatoonsl
wnderstandmg &nd refine provcdwres for fune frdrd exercises. For the
first timne. LAF deployed some of its fighters for multinatimal exercises
in Aldaska, South Africa and France during the past year. The IAF
transport and helicopter 2815 have also heen deéployed an foreign
shoges on UN missions earlver, The LAF is growmg i sisiars indeed.
bany friendly nanons are currently showing kesn mieresi in exercis-

ing with it

Villabhai's kovally fo his men-

arver g srgieh of [0 kilometres of
tow, hahatma Ciandhs and has beader

the pomive o history ‘s higgest mi-
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SARIDAR PATEL’S
BIOGRAPHY

English Volume Out

NEWYW DEILFIY, October ~4: "The
Arst volume of the bPiopgraphy of
the late Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
in English was published by the
MNMawvijivan "Trust, Ahmedabad, o
ODcetober 2, Mahatrma Gandhi's
birthday. '

"This part of thhe biography co-—
wers the period frorm his birth to
thhe I.ahore session of the Indian —
INational Congress iy 1929 .

It is Pproposed to publishh two
otfther wvolumes, one Ccovering the
Pperiod 1929 to the Summaer off
1945 swiren he was released frorrm
thhe Ahmednagar fort, where e
wa=s detaimned, and the other oco-
wvering his actiwvities inm cCconneccs— -
tion with thhe megotiations for the -
transfer- of power and the ffouwur
Neoars thhat he wWas im offce &=
Deputy FPrirme Minister of -India.

T he CGujerati edition o the
Arst wvolume was pPpublished somxie
" titme aEo Dby MWMr. INarhari Parilkia.
of Ssabarrmaati Aoshr=srr, 2T old
| associate of Sardsasr Fatel,

SARDAR PATEL'S BIOGRAPHY. (1953, Oct 05). The Times of India




FOUNDING FATHERS
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel

(I875-1950)

GREAT mnaunonalist, patriof,
indomitable in spint and
dynamic in action, hard as
thunder but soft as flower, the
sardar of the Indian masscs, as
popularly called, Sardar WVallabh Bhai
Patel, was born in 1875 in Karamsad in the
MNadiad district of Gujarat, in an agricultur-
ist family with marshal adittons. His
father alongwith some other members of
the family marched to Delhi wo Night against
the British during the sepoy mutiny,

He passed the district pleaders cxami-
nation 1 1900 and staned praclice st
Godhra. He went to England for law study
and became a barrister from the middic
temple. Back to India, he established legal

practice at Ahmedabad. Soon he becamc -

popular and distnguished himscli as an
outstanding criminal lawyer. He joined the
Gujarat Sabha in 1915 and occupicd a
prosninent position in the national freedom
movement. As a close friend of Mahatma
Gandhi, he dedicated himsell (o the cause
of India’s Independence, laking up aclive
leadership in Gujarat during the non-
viclent non-cooperation movement and
various civil disobedience and saty u-._m’m
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also held imporiant mumistenal poridolios
like Home, Swates and Informaton and
B roadcasting.

His greatest contribution to the gigantic
task of nation building was the intcgration
of the Princely stawcs of India inte the
Union of India. His indomitable spirit and
undaunted fearlessness, tacl and [irmness
made it possible in the face of varicus odds
and obstacles. His deating with the Hyder-
abad State 1s a landmark in the history of

His greatest
centribution to the|
gigantic task of nation
building was the
integration of the
princely states into the
Union of India.




Sardar Patel’s legacy
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| ,PATEL ALONG WITH NEHRU AND 'GANDHI
DIVIDED INDIA" AND UNIFIED BHARAT. BY
BECOMING COMPLICIT IN-THIS: SHAMEFUL
BETRAYAL OF NATIONAL IDENTITY HE LOSTALL
_CLAIMS TO BE TERMED AS ‘A-NATIONAL
. UNIFIER

t a function to inaugurafe a museum dedicated to the
life of India’s first Home Minister and freedom fighter, -
Sardar Vallabbhai Patel, Gujarat Chief Minister Naren-
dra Modi while welcoming Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, who was present on the dais'with him, said that if -
Patel had become the first PM of India, the face of the eoun-

try 'would have been different. “I wish Patel had become the y

first PM of India, Patel wasa visionary.” Modi could be

-, right. Patel undoubtedly was a very ablé administrator with
keen awareness of ‘national security and political ground
realities. His proposal early on to define the border with
China, which Nehru ignored, was just one of his sensible
moves that could have altered-history His actions to virtual-
ly coerce the-princely statesto merge with India are consid-

- ered his greatest achievement. His resolve to achieve this :

beeame evident from the ruthless army action in Hyder-
abad State where thousands were killed to bring the Nizam
of Hyderabad to'heel. It was Patel's abilities as an adminis-
trator and a practical nolitician that

which Muslim majority provin-
¢es could exercise autonomous
legislative powers that would

« have curbed the powers of the
Congress government at the
Centre. Botlt the Congress and
the League were adamant about
their respective stands. Mount-
batten met Jinnah and Patel .
separately on the same days to
sort out differences, but without .
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tes of the meeting between Mountbatten and Patel discuss-

- success. This is what the minu-

ing the Cabinet Mission Plan on 25-26 April 1947 said ~ “Sar-

- .dar Patel then made the following statements: (a) Congress
'would not accept any suggestion for a further degree of par-

ity (between Congress and Muslim League) in the present

. Central Goyernment; (b) If the Muslim Teague did not L
“-accept the Cabinet Mission’s plan, Congress desired parti-

tion)(c): Congress had reached the maximum llmjt of their

'concessions

: Mhis, then, was the real reason why the Congress
accepted Partition. It could nof achieve agreement with the
leaders of the Muslim League on the sharing of power in
government, and on the relationship between the central

. government and the provineial governments to be governed

by the'League. The decision was totally divorced from gro-

.und realities and the wishes of the people of India-Could

opportunism and betrayal.have been more scandalous? The
Congress ppportunism and lust for power resulted not only
in one of the worst holocausts of recorded history, but also

m tearmg apart the most secular region of that time in the

whole of India which has now



Steel of the Iron Man

Sardar Patel and Indian Integration

HERE are many “ifs" of histo-
ry. No one can say with certain-
ty what would have happened if a
particular “if” had materialised.
Hard evidence with regard to inte-
ration of 561 states indicates that
ardar Patel’s approach would not
have allowed the Kashmir problem
to arise, and even if any problem
had arisen, it would have been
nipped in the bud.
Nehru was certainly a great
leader, but in “resolute practicali-
” he was nowhere near Sardar
tel. Hudson, the author of Great
Divide quotes Lord Mountbatten
as saying that “I am glad Nehru has
not been put in charge of the new
States’ department, which would
have wrecked everything”. Gand-
hiji, also shared this view, when he
remarked that “the task of dealing
with the princes was truly formida-
ble, but I am comvinced that the
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common endeavour, we can raise
the country to new greatness, while
lack of unity will expose us to fresh
calamities.”

While Sardar Patel provided an
honourable alternative to all the
princes, he made it clear to all con-
cerned that he would not allow In-
dia’s hard-earned freedom to be
jeopardised by the numerous opt-
out plans of the princely states.
scotched Bhopal's game of groap-
ing the states and acquiring a seffa-
rate dominion status. He dealt fisn
ly with Junagadh and called off the
bluff of the Nizam of Hyderatmd
and his advisors like Sir Monckton
and Laik Ali.

When die-hard Conservative
members of British Parliament like
R A Butler and Churchill tried to
browbeat India by espousing the
cause of the Nizam, he firmly told
them not to stand by the ‘old
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events in Kashmir, his contribution
was fruitful. The raiders were on
the outskirts of Srinagar, Lt.-Col.
Ranjit Rai and Major Som Nath
Sharma of the Indian Army had
been killed, being heavily outnum-
bered. Sardar Patel, accompanied
by Defence Minister Baldev Singh
flew to the state capital, assessed
the situation on the ground, re-
turm:d to New Delhi and ordered
of all airline services,

wtuie ﬁg:emng all these aircraft for
flying troops to Srinagar. The time-
arrival of reinforcements en-
abled Brigadier Sen to lure the
raiders in the net of Indian forces
near Shaltang and attack them on
November 5 from three sides. The
raiders were routed. Three hun-
dred of them were killed. The battle
of Shaltang on November 7 proved
decisive. Three days later, the ad-

vancing Indian troops recaptured
Rararmaillah



"The iron in the man

Guijarat’s plan to build the tallest statue of Sardar Patel is a fitting tribute
VR Krishna lyer |

¥ ujarat chief minister Narendra Modi
‘met me on recently in Kochi, He was

_A on his way to Trichur to attend the
wedding of his secretary’s daughter. T was
the only person he met in Kochi. Why? 1
am neither a politician nor dp I have any
judicial power. He came out of respect for
me. I told him we won't talk about poli-
tics and that there will be no closed-door
discussions — everything will be in the
public domain. He agreed. We talked about

apprecia s prohibition policy.
spoke Lohim about Gandhif, whowasbom - STRATEGIST. NEHRU WAS ALSO A
r?sém'ndeél warmly gnéwelcnmﬁ my idea  STATESMAN AND INSPIRED MANY
of biram Swaraj and vilage growih. | was vy i oaCiALIST IDEOLOGY

impressed by his enthusiasm on the devel-

opment of villages in his state. In Gujarat,  AND VISION OF DEMOCRACY. THIS




india Of Patel’s Dreams

By B. Krishna
ALKING of the India of his tion of the country is not a Mahatma Gandhi.” Under such a theory of Trusteeship.

dreams, Sardar Palel once
said; “1 want the whole of India
10 be moulded in one pattern.”
Such a paltern to be whole and
lasting required fourfold integ:
ration: territorial, political, eco-
nomic and social, Life permitted
him to achieve the first two; the

others have remained incom-
plete, .
Territorial integration was,

no doubt, the most fundamental,
as the other three had to rest on
it. It was, however, made highly
complex and difficult by the
manner of Britain's transfer-
ence of power: on the arbitrary
condition of the creation of Pak-
1stan and return of hypothetical
sovereignly to the princes. If
the former was to appease the
Muslims, the latter was an at-
tempt to <over up their guilt at
leaving some of their old and
trusted allies among the princes
in the lurch.

minority at all. Why do you
think that vou are a minorily?
If you are a strong, wellknit
and wellorgamsed  minority,
why do you want to claim safe-
guards, why do you want to
claim privileges?”

He advised them to ‘“make
friends with others and create
a change in the atmosphere.
You will then have more than
your quota, if you really feel for
the country in the same manner
as the other people.” And his
assurance to them was: “We
wish to take you with us, so
that you may march with the
rest of India and share the bur
den which others bear." Dr An-
sari’s advice fo the Muslims was
almost identical; “The true safe-
guard of a minorily is the good:
will of the majority.”

As “a true friend of the Mus
lims”, Sardar Patel preferred
“plain-speaking” when he told
thom: “Tt ie vour duty to =ail in

truce, lahour’s legitimate grie:
vances  have  been seltled
through negotiation and arbitra-
lion, without resort fo strikes.

With a view 10 saving the
country from chaos and intlustry
from ruin, Sardar Patel Iniro
duced a Bill in the Constiluent
Assembly which provided for
“the prevention of strikes in
certain  essential  services.”
Stnm% opposition came from
pro-left quarters, especially the
socialists, Yielding to their pres
sure, Nehru withdrew the Bill
in the Sardar's absence, “Obvi-
ously, the withdrawal was
against his wishes,

Sardar Patel claimed “longer

Whereas the Sardar told the
industrialists that “labour 15
a driving force for the stabilisa:
tion of our freedom”, his advice
to labour was: “Strikes are a
strategy  of (he Communists to
cateh votes in their favour to
ascend o power.” He even re-
gretted that “labour 1s out to
have its demands fulfilled at the
point of a hayonet”, and consi
dered at the same time the cry,
“raised in seasom and out of
season”, for nationalisation as
being “uttered merely to causc
panic.” He argued: “Nationalisa-
tion is worthwhile only if we
can manage to run the indus
fries. We have neither men nor

association with organised la- the resources even to run ou
bour than probably many labour administration . . . You should
leaders.” He was Chairman of yourself realise that induslry is
the B.B. & CI. Railway Work- fo be established before it can
ers’ Union in 1920, From the be nationalised. India, '"d“s.'.
mid-thirties, the Sardar had as- trially, is yet in an infant siage,
sumed the chairmanship of the For such ufterances, Sardar
Lahaur Sub-Committee of the Patel was accused of heing a



The Sardar—A Hero Among Heroes

By Probbudas Bolubhai Potwori
Governor of Tamil Nadu
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and 3 humoonita-
gh with a rugsged ",'
deep COmMPIssIon an
His lile ever beckoas
o a call of duty and sty
vice to the country.

The Sardar belonged to peas
sant steck: his father and mo-
ther practically unlet'ered; ho
too remainced ustulored il the
age of 12 and was Dbefrothed
aboul that time. The opining
a primary school in his vils
ige Karams:d lends a turn fo
haunted

1525
aggi

had mo aftractien

him. What thea must he
do? The family had fo be s
ved from

He chose the career of a
district der and he ™~
ed for examination studying
privately with

two
and a writing table
secondtpnd. And yet mark his
dedication to the family. In his
first letter from Godhra te his

family as he proved later to
the cosntry. He was a devol.
ed - and

his Hustry-

the not.

deals of his school life that
are available, one can vmane
takab'y judge that the Sh-dar
at that age had  shown such
datinet trais In his mature &
mirk ot et ¢ espechr
thingz: ia life Foar be knew
b» could b awed
even By the slerncat of e
ehers: his tilents a0 organiser
worked wonders eves 3t that
sre. It was thes redsllious F
it in the Serdar that  turped

im = life to the path of
Gaalhi. i whien b fousd he
grentest rebel of B Ume.

As & mofwsil pleader, the
Sardar wix immeascly soccess
fol: he would acgee hriefly, but
1o the point Hs defence ol
WIYE praved unassaidable:  But
hx forte woa the  cross-examis
Y on of wmitacsses. Mis shrewd
Julgment of men, robast
common sensr amd capacity Lo
Rrap o owentials and the
woaker spots of the matter, o)
WIS brough! him larels. He
praclived on Uw erimisal gide
acd even Mesiracy at ticoes
found Maclf 21 s wits end to
prove il= meille before hie
ural pleader

The Sardar’s practice a! Go
dhrs apd Bored (1900 10 1900;
as molussil pleader :live Mm
the coafidente that he couid
shine at the Higk Court $ou
Bul he bad ne gualification..
apd 30, at  the age of 33, g‘-
ving his two chi'dren 12 )
evreof Vithalbhai, he saded for
Enzland to avalify Nimsclf as
barrister. (His wile hkad
avay jusl then and for the sake
of the children. he had resolu.
lely brushed aside all satrimo-
nial preposals),

in England, the Sardur Ihved
% & ICa: ang l,\ru:: lodan. He
lived & =smpic lite anwil pou-
red all his attention on stadies
From moin o diesk. he remsdn
od enzaged in ine Jibrary. It
was an cighi mile walk fronms
his gesidence (o the libeary. Bt
he preferred walking to aand
I every dsy,. esseatially per
haps from the Ahielth pent of
View. In Esxtland, durinz ho
lidays. he made a foew excurs

f sions lato the coumipside. Al

the barrister s cxamination, 'he
Sardar steon Rrstelass f‘"‘{t

BRut hi: oo sser b id

asvess the taner work of his
mind in those days His resos
Jution to lead the life of » c@
libate whin he was in the
prime of youth and his o
0 st up a decent practice am
barrister look paradoxical. Bub
such had been the Sardar's ap
ture: his composition of mind

complex and um i his gqualk
s of hesn heart two
prialied -~ ope (abulous, the

olher resiraining. Hu  genero-
sily and seeming iadifference,
his Mealism and  pragmatism,
Bis foariesshess and umility,
hia .(ubb:mncu and  unssume
ingness, Ris exironme atience
and curtsess, his clh'zrty and
foresight, his wit, humour and
Isughter and screnity; and lastly
his love ard aflection and his
sigidity == 3l theso finer and

restraining attribules of his ma-
ture reveal tae Sardar as 2
man of rare matunty and wis
dom. This beauty of bis charac
ter s a master clve o his
sreal success ia public life.

The Sardar was gited with
» mare and extranrdinary
quality to undersiind men
and maliers He could
judze correctiy  any pervon ot
Lrst sight  frem his geit  and
ik fle was votrYing in a-
signing the right Uspe of work
o every worker. His guidance
was & source of greal inspiration

lity, his oanly concern war I
work for its achicvement. That
constructive mAMe WAA 3
means to achisve Swaraj, «u
his Srm view. IMis anacthema s
the Indias socialist forum th.:
made s dedut within the Con
cress ia 193435 was not S0 much
en the theoretical as~ects of i
Lut for the fear be enlsrtained
that It wonld jeomandise the po
sitive stremgth of the Coagres.
based ont Gandbhill’s comstiuctive
procramme for the achiovem ot
wf Swaral for practically nothing
sabstantial in return. Indeed. Mo
was to class conflict
and violeat means.

It was in 1917 that he cnten
) the frld of labour by asso
cating himself with Gandhiii in
the labour dismute of AMm~ "
lwd, From 1730, he wse  the
Chalrman of BB & CI1 Ralluay
Workers Union The Sanfar was
e guidine il of the Win
vmstan Mudoor Santh and by
vax instrumentsl in  form'~~
and seenring shenal svecess for
the INTUC—for oriectatinz In
Cian labour on natlonslict lin~a,
Mis services to the workine cfees
nore construciive. He was Pre
gdeat of the Mnonicirml “aek
¢ Unioan till ™M The G
dhisn conce™t of hbour seryiee
¥ consonance with the intoreuts
of the malinn 35 » whole aas hig
Yire of action. Tt is worth~ -
record that he ba"sn (o serve
the peasantry from YM°°°
wien he cast his It with Gan
dAdji. and his ehamnianghin of
the Kbheda and Bardeli o~
are the most thri'ing pames in
Iadisn  history, His s‘ryvpre in
he couse of the posdenlrny i« an
amaving story of courage snd
sacrifice.

The Sandor. ' his persenal
life. presented an eveom='—
examnie of trus socialism that
even the thilleat of  gneslaliig
ook male Defors him by that
standard. e a~ither owned 2
bouse. mar had his pDervvan]l
Yestment. even 3 bank balince
worth the count?

As President of the Municipal
Committce of Ahmedatad ™
the ecarly  years of his public
Nic. he rose to the hizhest pitch
as an excellent Municipal sdmink
sirator. To-day's Ahmedabad Mu-
nicinal Coporation had Srm

bix mind was o push the drive
of production both in the field
221 the factory and “to comum
infatiosary trends by reducing
rovernment cxpenditure. By 3
stroke or two, he was able
slash goverament eoxponditur
to the tung of Re. 160 erorer
which, at today's wvaluation
mizht approximale lo len times
more and a part of It came Yo
Ivntarily  from tho higher off
¢ials  of the Central machine.
Plentifel production of food and
woth and other essemtial consu
Wers’ goods was his main coon
am during 194952, He tried to

between

misg abowt truce
ey and labour and
Wed to evolve 3  conciliatery

Whvchinery to give a just deal to
Wl concerned. In the sohere of

parning, s additicn to large
saalr projects  he preferced
syallerale jrrisation Drojects

fa@ win=in? quick resuits to the
@t wer and the country wilh
ot Tarze capital expenditure.

= all planniag. he was keen
to preserye the  selfemnloxed
strture of the socirty and help
It "widen and strergithen than In
dildidate it In nalionalisation
and In ity right sease, bureao
cratsat'on. he wanted cantion
and® realistie anproach. At the
same time. de tried to curh the
profl motive  of industry
throg:h admiaistrative
ond Rrislitive action. It was for
this wonomic and mational view
of the Sardar that he was hit
below th~ belt by the totalita
riass and the reactionaries

The Sardar was a man of few
words. Though be was known
25 2 "mua of steel”™, he was very
gentle. s rare quality was the
absefice 1f anper. He was always
calm 1  det+rmined, cool bt
caterivine, and never lost his
temper

This is saly a cursory amalv-
sls of soae of the fundamentals
i the Sardsr’s approach to the
lasic realties of the time—
which hat no small relation to
the present situation in India.
Through the turmeil of those
days. the Serdar broaght units
sod p-acr to India and sel
it on the path of progress. A
similar chalknge faces us 5
day, It is, therefore, that the
Sardar's imagce hocomes moTe



Country needs more

Sardar Patels today

Hindustan Times Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Oct. 31 — Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel was described as a
symbol of unity of the country on the
occasion of the 113th birth anniversary
here today.

At a function organised by Citizens
Council Delhi, a leading non-political
organisation, BJP  vice-president
Sikander Bakht said the country
needed not one but twenty Sardar
Patels today to preserve the unity and
integrity of the country.

Mr Bakht lamented the fact that to-
day we had to resort to slogans like
“Hindu, Muslim bhai bhai’* when both
were sons of the same soil, He warned
that the national fabric of the country
should not be weakened in the name of

come siaves of English,” Mr Danda-
vate said.

At another function Surface Trans-
port Minister Rajesh Pilot today
announced that a ‘Kisan Bhavan’
would be constructed in Delhi and
kisans could stay there for a nominaj
fee. Mr Pilot was addressing a meeting

arranged by Bharativa Gujjar
Panshad.
AICC-1 general-secretary Oscar

Fernandes described Sardar as a sym-
bol of *unity’ of the country.

Mr Vithalbhai Patel, MP, said that
Sardar was a symbol of seculansm and
those who alleged that Sardar was a
Hindu communalist — were mislead-
ing the people.



Integration

The tributes. paid to Sardar
Patel, on the occasion of his

cne hundredth and second
kirthday, are well deseryv-
ed but incomplete, When
he died in 1950, we wrote:
“Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
was a great captain  of

India’'s destiny, a figure cast
m marble, like a Hercules of
(Greece sculpture. He died at
the age of seventy-five, after
an intermittent and cruel ill-
ness, when a nation still in the
making needed
enius, which was comparable
0 Akbar’s, To a people accus-
tommed to the augustuness of
his presence, the country look-
ed like a stage without a pro-
scenium. He represented
strength. Whatever he said
and did he was the strong

his political

and unity

Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya,
Mahatma Gandhi himself and
a number of other leaders 1n
the states contribuiced so
much, But the privy purses.
many palaces and hidden trea-
sures remained, and the prin-
ces lost nothing by being ask-
ed to accept in effect the But-
ler Commitiec’s dicuum Lhat
“Paramountcy must remain
paramount.” When the Bri-
tish left, declaring the siates
to decide their [uture by join-
ing either India or Pakistan,
it was clear. as Lord Mount-
batten advised, that  Para-
mountey would  assert ilselb.
YWhen C. P. Ramaswami Alvar
or Bhopal tried to play the po-

litics of indepenacnce  or i
brokers betwesn India and
Dakistan India asserted her-



Pledge

/We “pledge that we dedicate over self to
" preserve the Unity, Integrity and Security of
the Nation and also strive hard to spread this
message among our fellow countrymen. We
take this pledge in the spirit of unification of
our country which has made possible by the
vision and actions of late Sardar Vallabhai
Patel. We also solemnly resolve to make our
contribution to ensure internal security of our

contry ﬂ @@@



