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PM addresses Valedictory Ceremony of Centenary
Celebrations of University of Delhi

Lays foundation stone of building for Faculty of
Technology, Computer Centre and Academic Block

of the University

Releases Commemorative Centenary Volume -
Compilation of Centenary Celebrations; Logo Book -
Logo of Delhi University and its colleges; and Aura -

100 Years of University of Delhi

Takes Metro Ride to reach University of Delhi

“Delhi University has not been just a university but a
movement”

“If during these hundred years, DU has kept its
emotions alive, it has kept its values vibrant too”

“India’s rich education system is the carrier of India's
prosperity”

“Delhi University played a major part in creating a
strong generation of talented youngsters”



“When the resolve of an individual or an institution is
towards the country, then its achievements are
equated with the achievements of the nation”

“The third decade of the last century gave new
momentum to the struggle for India’s independence,

now the third decade of the new century will give
impetus to the development journey of India”

“Indian values like democracy, equality and mutual
respect are becoming human values”

“World's largest heritage museum - ‘Yuge Yugeen
Bharat’ is going to be built in Delhi”

“Soft power of India is becoming a success story of
the Indian youth”
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressed the Valedictory Ceremony of Centenary
Celebrations of the University of Delhi at the Multipurpose Hall of Delhi University Sports Complex
today. He also laid the foundation stone of the building for the Faculty of Technology, Computer
Centre and Academic Block, to be built in the North Campus of the University. The Prime Minister
released Commemorative Centenary Volume - Compilation of Centenary Celebrations; Logo Book -
Logo of Delhi University and its colleges; and Aura - 100 Years of University of Delhi. Union Minister
for Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan and Vice
Chancellor of University of Delhi, Shri Yogesh Singh were present on the occasion.



 

The Prime Minister took a metro ride to reach University of Delhi. He also interacted with the students during
the journey. Upon arriving, the Prime Minister took a walkthrough of the exhibition - Journey of 100 Years.
He also witnessed Saraswati Vandana and University Kulgeet presented by the Faculty of Music and Fine
Arts.

Addressing the gathering,  the Prime Minister asserted that  he had firmly decided on taking part  in the
Valedictory Ceremony of Centenary Celebrations of University of Delhi and said that the feeling is like a
homecoming.  Referring to the short  movie played before the address,  the Prime Minister  said that  the
contributions of the personalities, which have emerged out of the University, give a glimpse of the life of
Delhi University.  The Prime Minister expressed happiness to be present at Delhi University on a festive
occasion and in a festive spirit. Underlining the importance of the company of colleagues for any visit to the
University, the Prime Minister expressed happiness to have the opportunity to travel by Metro to reach the
event.

 



The Prime Minister noted that the centenary celebrations of the University of Delhi are taking place at a time
when India is celebrating the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav after completing 75 years of its independence. “The
universities and educational institutions of any nation present a reflection of its achievements”, the Prime
Minister said. In the 100-year-old journey of DU, the Prime Minister continued, there have been many historic
landmarks which have connected the lives of many students, teachers and others. He remarked that Delhi
University is not just a university but a movement, and it has filled every single moment with life. The Prime
Minister congratulated every student, teacher and those associated with Delhi University on the Centenary
Celebrations.

Noting the gathering of old and new alumni, the Prime Minister said that this is an occasion to catch up. The
Prime Minister said, “If during these hundred years, DU has kept its emotions alive, it has kept its values
vibrant too”. Underscoring the importance of knowledge, the Prime Minister noted that when India had
vibrant universities like Nalanda and Takshila, it was at the peak of prosperity. “India’s rich education system
is the carrier of India's prosperity”, he said, underlining the high Indian share in the global GDP of that time.
Continuous attacks during the period of slavery destroyed these institutions leading to obstruction of the
intellectual flow of India and bringing the growth to standstill, he added. 

He said after Independence, universities played a  crucial role in giving concrete shape to the emotional swell
of post-independence India by creating a strong generation of talented youngsters. Delhi University too played
a major part in that, he said. This understanding of the past gives shape to our existence, shape to our ideals
and expansion to the vision of the future, he said. 

“When the resolve of an individual or an institution is towards the country, then its achievements are equated
with the achievements of the nation”, the Prime Minister remarked. Shri Modi pointed out that there were
only 3 colleges under Delhi University when it began but today there are more than 90 colleges under it. He
also underlined that India which was once considered a fragile economy has now become one of the top 5
economies in the world. Noting that the number of women studying at DU is more than men, the Prime
Minister pointed out that the gender ratio has significantly improved in the country. He emphasized the
importance of an interconnection between the resolutions of a University and a nation and said that the deeper
the roots of the educational institutions, the higher the progress of the country. The Prime Minister noted that
the goal of Delhi University was India’s independence when it first began, but now that the institution will
complete 125 years when India reaches 100 years of independence, the goal of Delhi University should be to
make India a ‘Viksit Bharat’. “The third decade of the last century gave new momentum to the struggle for
India’s independence, now the third decade of the new century will give impetus to the development journey
of India”, the Prime Minister said. The Prime Minister indicated the large number of upcoming universities,
colleges, IITs, IIMs and AIIMS. “All these institutes are becoming the building blocks of new India,” he
added. 

Click the link for the Text of PM's address at  the Valedictory Ceremony of Centenary Celebrations of

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1936376


University of Delhi - https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1936376

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan expressed his gratitude to the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, for gracing the ceremony with his esteemed presence and enlightening speech. He said that
this historic event, held at the iconic campus of DU, marks a momentous milestone in the journey of one of
India's premier educational institutions.

He said that the Delhi University has played a pivotal role in shaping the intellectual landscape of the nation
for over a century. Delhi University has a rich legacy of contributing to the freedom struggle and shaping the
nation's destiny, the Minister explained.  Today, as the nation stands in Amritkaal, Delhi University remains
committed to implement the new National Education Policy (NEP) in its true spirit, contributing to the vision
of making India a knowledge-based superpower, he added.

 

 

Shri Pradhan said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India is playing a pivotal role
on the global stage, with its agenda on future skills, research, technology, foundational literacy and numeracy,
aligned with the expectations of the Global South.
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