Indian National Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO
Government of India
Ministry of Human Resources Development
Department of Higher Education

.........

UNESCO Headquarters, Paris has invited 2015 nominations for the
UNESCO - Japan Prize on Education for Sustainable Development.
Relevant details are on the next page.

Nominations should be forwarded to the Indian National Commission
for Cooperation with UNESCO (INCCU) latest by 15% May, 2015 {and should
not be sent directly to UNESCO} at the following address for further
consideration and onward transmission to UNESO Headquarter,Paris.

Mr. Saroj Kumar Choudhary
Section Officer (INC)
Ministry of Human Resources Development
Room No. 203 ‘'C’ Wing
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi — 110115
Contact No. Telefax: 011-23384442

E-mail: inc.edu@nic.in
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Background

Within the framework of the Global Action Programme (GAP) on ESD, the UNESCO-Japan Prize -
on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) honours individuals, nstitutions, organizations or
other entities engaged in ESD activities. The Prize was established by the Executive Board of
UNESCO at its 195th session, and officially announced at the UNESCO World Conference on ESD
(10-12 November 2014, Aichi-Nagoya, Japan). The Prize consasts of three annua!l awards of
US $50,000 for each recipient.

Nominations

Nominations can be made by governments of Member States and non-governmental organizations
in official parinership with UNESCQO. Nominations must focus on a specific ESD project or
programme of the nominee. Each govemment or non-governmental organization can make up o
three nominations.

Selection Criteria

The three Prize winners will be selected by the Director-General of UNESCO on the basis of
recommendations made by an international independent -jury consisting of five experts. The
project/programme of the nominee will be assessed by the Jury on the basis of the following
criteria:

a. Transformation: The project/programme practices ESD as transformmative education
in support of sustainable develogpment.

ESD is transformative education in that it empowers learners to transform themselves
and the sociely they live in. The nominated project/programme shouid therefore enable
leamers to bring about changes for a more just, peaceful and sustainable world. This can
mean, for exampie, taking action against climate change, changing one’s consumption
patterns, developing social entrepreneurship and sustainable livelihoods, or supporting
those struggling against poverty.

b. Integration: The project/programme addresses the three dimensions of sustainable
development (society. econamy, envirgnment) in an integrated way.

Sustainable development calls for the integration of the social, economic and
environmental dimensions of development. The nominated project/programme should be
in line with this definition of sustainable development. it should address the three
dimensions (society, economy, environment), and help learners understand the
interdependence between them and act accordingly.

— -
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“c.” Innovation: The project/programme demonstrafes an innovative approach to ESD. |

Sustainable .development requires going beyond ‘business as usual’ and ‘out-of-the~box’
thinking. The nominated project/programme should demonstrate an innovative approach
to ESD, be it in the themes it covers, lhe methodology it employs, or the way the leaming
environment is designed. Reaching out to sectors beyond education and working with
new partners can also be a sign of innovation.

-

In addition to these three cn'tgria, the profect/progfamme should have a high impact reiative to the
invested resources, should be replicable and scalable, and should contribute to one or more of
the five Priority Action Areas of the GAP.

Submission Procedure

o

(3)

(4)

Kindly complete the ESD Prize Nomination Form in English or French.

You can attach relevant supporting materiais (e.g. pubhcations) to the Form. Supportmg
matenals should be less than twenty pages in {otal.

The Nomination Form must be accompanied by a written recommendation in suppori of the
nominee by the nominating party. Self-nomination cannot be considered.

Submit the Nomination Form and any supporting materials to UNESCO via email to
gsd@unesco.org. The documents must be received by UNESCO by 31 May 2015
Nominations can only be accepted from the official email accounts of Permanent Delegalions
to UNESCO or non-governmental organizations in official partnership with UNESCO.

Supporting documents, if not attached to the nomination email, should be duplicated five
times and sent by past to the following address:

Section of Education for Sustainable Development
Division for Teaching, Learning and Content
Education Sector

UNESCO

7 Place de Fontenoy 7.::352 Paris 07 SP

France
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"] Member State
[type in the name of the Member State]

U NOn—govemmental organization (NGQ) in official partnership with UNESCO
[type in the name of the NGO T _ ,

Name

' Type of | Please tick one: _ T
organization/
individual [ Government

[ International Ofganizétion

L] Civil society organization

[ ] Business

[ Media

[ ] Academia/research institution
[] Education institution -

L] Individual

[T] Other [Please specifi

Postal Address

Country

Contact person [Name, Title, Dspartment]

Email address

Telephone
Website

Description of [Please provide a summary description in about 150 words. ]
the nominated
organizatiorny/
individual

L
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Please tick the Priority Action Area of the GAP to wh lCh the pro]ect!programme malnly contnibuigs
(please tick only one}:

[J Advancing policy
[] Transforming leamning and training environments (whole-institution approaches)
[[] Building capacities of educators and trainers

[_] Empowering and mobilizing youth

i L1 Accelerating sustainable solutlons at local leved

Piease tick one (or more) and specify:

] Governments (National/ Sub-national/ Local) [Please specify]
] Intergovernmental organizations [Please specify]

(] Civil society organizations [Please specify]

[ ] Business [Please specify]

L] Media [Please spegify]

] Academia/research institutions [Please specify]

[_] Education institutions [Please specify]

[_] Educators [Please specify]

[_] Youth [Please specify]

[ ] Other [Please specnfy]

Please tick one:

[] Intemnational [Please indicate the number of countries]
[ Regional [Please indicate the regional area)
["1 National [Pleass indicate the name of the country ]

[ 1 Local [Please indicate the name of the local community ]

The pmject;’programme started in: [monthfyear]
The proiect/programme has a duration of: {years(months)]
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[Please explain the funding source(s) of the project/programme.]

Annual cost of the project/programme:{USD]

Number of staff involved in the project/programme per year:

[Please descnibe the follow-up plan of the project/programme, indicating information such as
scaling-up strategy, target groups, duration and budget, in about 150 words.]

[Piease explain the impact that the project has had, using concrete information such as feedback
from participants, number of site visits to the project website or citations, in about 150 words ]

[Please describe how the project/programme exempiifies ESD as transformative education in
support of sustainable development in about 200 words.]

i 15

[Please describe how the project/programme addresses the three dimensions of sustainable
development (society, economy, environment) in an integrated way in about 200 words.]

[Piease specify how the project/programme demonstrates an innovative approach to ESD in
about 200 words.]

I
1
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STATUTES OF THE UNESCO-JAPAN PRIZE
ON EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

{195 EX/Decision 11 Part i1, October 2014)
Article 1 — Purpose

The purpose of the UNESCO-Japan Prize on Education for Sustainable Development is to reward
the outstanding efforts of individuals, institutions, organizations or other entities engaged in
activities on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), within the framework of the Globai
Action Programme on ESD (GAP) which was endorsed as a follow-up to the United Nations
Decade of ESD by the 37th session of the General Conference {37 C/Resolution 12). The Prize
rewards in particular activities that are innovative or have a high impact. The objective of the Prize
is in conformity with UNESCO’s policies, namely the Strategic Objective 2 of UNESCQ’s Medium-
term Strategy 2014-2021 (37C/4) "smpowering leamers to be creative and responstb!e global
citizens” and the programme of the Organization in the field of ESD _

Article 2 — Designation, amount and periodicity of the Prize

21 The Prize shall be entitled UNESCO-Japan Prize on Education for Sustainable
Development”. ‘

2.2 The Prize shall be funded by the Government of Japan and shall consist of a total payment
of US $2,000,000 for its first five-year period (2015-2019), which shall cover both the monetary
vaiue of the Prize and the costs of administering the Prize. Any interest that may accrue will be
added to the overall contribution.

2.3 All funds received and the interest accrued thereon shall be kept in a special interest-bearing
account for the Prize. _

2.4 The {ull staff support and operating/management costs of the Prize, including all costs
related to the award ceremony and public information activities, estimated at US $250,000 per
year, shall be fully covered by the Government of Japan. To this end, the Director-General will
determine a mandatory overhead cost amount to be applied and charged against the funds in the
~ special account, which is 1o be established under the financial regulations for the Prize.

2.5 The Prize shall be awarded annually, initially for five years, starting from its 2015 edition. The
Prize shall consist of three awards of US $50,000 for each of the three recipients, each of which is
considered to ment a Prize.

Article 3 — Qualifications of candidates
Candidates shall have made significant contributions to ESD, focusing on one or more of the five
Priority Action Areas of the Global Action Programme on ESD: (1) policy support, {2) whole-

institution approaches, (3) educators, (4) youth and {5) local communities. Prizes may be conferred
upon individuals, institutions, non-governmental organizations or other entities engaged in ESD.

Article 4 — Designation/Selection of the prize winners

The three prize winners shall be selected by the Director-General of UNESCQ on the basis of the
assessments and recommendations made to him/her by a jury.
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Article & - Jury

5.1 The .lury shali consist of a number of five independent members, being persorialities with a
recognized reputation in the field of ESD, while also taking into consideration the need for
equitable geographical distribution, gender equality and the principle of non-payment of honoraria.
They shall be appointed by the Director-General for an initial two year period, with the possibility of
renewal for the remainder of the five-year period of the Prize. Representatives and aitemates of
_Members of the Executive Board cannot be appointed as jurors. Jurors involved in a real or
potential conflict of interest shall recuse themselves from further deliberations or be asked by the
Director-General to do so. The Director-General may replace members of the jury for reason.
[ ] -

5.2 The Jury shall elect its own chair and deputy chair. MeMmbers shall receive no remuneration
for their work, but will receive allowances for travel and accommodation, where required. A quorum
of threa jurors present will be required for jury deliberations to proceed. The working languages for
deliberations of the jury shall be English and French.

5.3 The Jury shall conduct its business and deliberations in conformity with these Statutes and
shall be assisted in the perforrnance of its task by a member of the UNESCO Secretariat
designated by the Director-General. Decisions shali be taken by consensus to the extent possible,
and otherwise by secret ballot until a simple majority is obtained. A member shali not take partin a
voie conceming a nomination from his or her country.

5.4 The Jury shail meet once every year.

5.5 The Jury shali send an assessment of nominations and accompanying recommendations to
the Director-General of UNESCO no later than 31 July of the year of the award of the Fnize.

Article 6 -- Nomination of candidates

6.1 When UNESCO has received the funding of the Prize, as indicated in Article 2 above, the
Director-General of UNESCO shail officially invite the submission of norninations to the Secretanat
of the Prize, by 30 Apnil, from the governments of Member States, in consultation with their
National Commissions, as well as from non-governmental organizations maintaining official
partnerships with the QOrganization and active in relevant fields covered by the Prize.

6.2 Nominations shall be submitted to the Director-General by the governments of Member
States, in consultation with their National Commissions, and by non-govermmental organizations
maintaining official partnerships with UNESCO. A self-nomination cannot be considered.

6.3 Each nomination shall be accompanied by a written recommendation, which shall include, in
English or French, inter alia:

(a) a description of the candidate’s background and achievements;

(b} a summary of the work or the results of the work, publications and other supporting
documents of major importance, submitted for consideration;

(c} a definition of the candidate’s contnibution to the Prize's objectives.
Article 7 — Procedure for the awarding of the Prize
7.1 The Prize shall be awarded by the Director-General at an official ceremony held for that
purpose on a date determined by the Director-General. UNESCO shall present to the prize winners

a check for the amount of the Prize. UNESCO shall officially announce the names of the prize
winners. '
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7.2 U a work being rewarded has been produced by mwo of thres persans, the Prize shall be
awarded to them jointly. In no case may a prize amount be divided between more than three
persons. - :

7.3 The prize winners, if possible, shall give a lecture on a subject refevant to the work for which
the Prize has been awarded. Such a lecture shall be organized during or in conrection with the
Prize ceremony.

74 The work produced by a person since deceased shall not be considered for the Prize. If,
however, a prize winner dies before he/she has rec,elved the Prize, then the Prize may be
presented postpumous!y . -& -

75 Should a prize winner decline the Prize, the jury shall submit a new propesal to the Director-
General, .

Articie B — Sunset clause — mandatory renewal of the Prize

8.1 Six rnonths prior to the agreed end of the tenm of the Prize (five years), the irector-General
- of UINESCO together with the donor will undertake a review of all aspects of the Prize ard decide
about its continuation or termination. The Director-General will inform the Executive Board of
UNESCO about the results of this review.

9.2 in case of termination of the Prize, the use of any unspent balance of funds shall be
detenmnined by the Director-General, in accordance with the Financial Regulations of the Prize.

Articie 9 — &ppsais

No appeals shall be allowed against the decision of UNESCO with regard to the award of the
Prize. Froposais received for the award of the Prize may not be divulged

Arifcie 10 - Ammendments fo the Statutes of the Prize

Any amenamernt to the present Statutes shall be submitied t the Execuiive Board for appraval.



